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Hundred of EA RSHA M. 


HIS hundred, or rather half hundred, is wholly 
| in the liberty of the duke of Norſolk, and 
Joins to Diſs hundred, on the weſt; Depwade, and 
Loddon, on the north; and by the river Waveney, 
(which divides Norfolk from Suffolk) on the ſouth ; 
the caſt end of it terminating upon the town of Bun- 
gay, in Suffolk, which iſland“, by the winding of the 
river northward, juts out, as it were, into Norfolk. 


The fee of it is appendant to the manor of Ear- 
ſham, and was firſt granted with it to Roger Bigot, 
5 A carl 
* Bongeye, or the Good Ifland, 


4 HUN DR E D OF 


earl of Norfolk, by Richard I. Roger Bigot, earl of 
Norfolk, gave Richard I. 1000 marks to have ſeiſin 
of his county of Norfolk, this town, and half hun- 
dred, with that of Pirnhoe, &c. and was confirmed 


to Hugh Bigot by Henry II. when he made him earl 
of Norfolk. | 


In 1285 Robert de Tateſhale, lord of Buckenham- 
caſtle, ſued Roger le Bigot, carl of Norfolk, and Jobn 


Greencurtel, his warrenerÞ, or game-keeper, for this 


half hundred, for taking away his dogs, and two- 


hares, from the game-keeper of his manor of Denton, 
in the half hundred; upon which the ear] ſet forth 
his liberties, and ſhewed, that in the Confeſſor's time 
biſhop Stigand had the ſoc and ſac of all the half 
hundred, except Thorpe, which belonged to St. Ed- 
mund's at Bury, the Pulhams to St. Etheldred of 
Ely, and ſuch paris of Redenhall, and Denton, as 
belonged to earl Ralph, who lad the ſoc, ſac, and all 
Juriſdiction of his owu men, or tenauts, there, when 
he forlcited; and when the grant of the hundred 
paſſed to his anceſtors, they then had, as he now 
bath, free-warren through the whole hundred; and 
the leets, or ſuperior jurildiction, and paramountſhip, 

in his own, and all other perſons fees, except thole 
before mentioned ; with view of frank-pledge, allize 
of bread and ale, a common gallows, inlangthek, 

wait, and all other liberties belonging t to a hundred”; 


| the 


+ Warrener, the keeper of the liberty of free-warren, or 


game-keeper of a manor; for the liberty of free-warren, or 


gaming, every where belonged to the crown, till granted 
thence by the ſeveral charters of free-warren, 


A hundred court, to be held at HarleFon on the market day, 
every three weeks, &c. with the tolls of the market, and fairs, 


zt Harleſton, paying 3s. 4d. to the king, as to the caſtle of 
Norwich, ſelons $0093 „ &c. 
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the whole, with Earſham manor, being valued at 
gol. and held of the crown by a fee-farm of 40d. to 
which Robert anſwered, that he had ſree-warren alſo 
to his manor of Denton, and it appearing chat it was 
that part which belonged to earl Ralph, it was agreed 
between the parties, at che inſtance of R. de Hing- 

bam, and his fellow juſtices itincrants, at Norwich, 
that both ſhould have [ree-warren in Denton. 


In 1352 the jury for the hundred preſented, that 
the inhabitants of Bungay uſed, time out of mind, to 
repair the bridges betwecn Bungay, in Suffolk, and 
Ditchingham, and Earſham, in Norfolk. 


| In 1374 the whole perquiſites received this year 
* from che hundred, and accounted for to the head 


manor of Forncet, was 46l. 138. 5d, 30. and in 1337 
much the ſame as before. 


This was often written anciently Erleſham, and 
was thought to take its name from the earls of Nor- 
5 folk, che lords of it; but it is not ſo, for it was 
7 called by this name long before it belonged to the 
„ carls: Herſam, as ſpelt in Doomſday, ſcems 10 ſig- 
5 niſy the ſtation of the army, and accordingly there is 
an encampment by the church; this hundred wth 
that of Dils) makes up the deanry of Redenhall, 1 
the archdeaconry of Norwich, and paid clear by 


every tenth 4g]. 188. 4d. 


The towns in this hundred are as follow, to which 
is added the number of votes polled by freeholders 
reſident in each, for knights of the {hire, at the gene- 
ral election, March 25, 1768, fir Armine Wodehouſe, 

0 bart. Thomas de Grey, elq. fir Edward Aſtley, and 
A Wenman Coke, elq. being candidates, 


Aldburgh 


LAY 


HUND RED OF 
6 A 


1 . 
Aldburgh 3 8 8 6 6 
Billingftord -< <= 1 O 1 0 
Brocdilin V 7 6 
Denton — - 0 0 1 
Earſham - - 88 0 0 
Mendham 8 4 3 1 
Needham 11 1 3 3 
Pulham St. Mary Mag. 

——— $t. Mary Vie CO ES” 
Redenhall cum Harleſton 12 7 34 28 
Ruſhall = - 1 1 2 2 
Starſlon = - Ree - 5 4 
Thorpe-Abbots = 0 8 1 1 
Wortwel! = 3 2 8 7 

V 


| 


This hundred is about eleven miles in extent, from 


oppolite Bungay to Billingford, and not more than 


four in width. It is chiefly incloſed, and as good 
fertile ſoil as any in Norfolk. It pays 230gl. 198. 
to the land tax, at 48. in the pound, and 191. 198. 6d. 


to the genera] rate of the county, at a Ix-hundred 
pound levy, 


The principal ſeat in this hundred is Earſham, 


William Windham, eſq.— The Rev. Dr. * 


Sandby has a feat at Denton; John Kerrich, eſq. a 


Harleſton; and William Smich, Eig. at Toperof 
hall, in Denton. 


ALDBURGH. OE or Al DpBERGH, in 
Doomſdap- bock Aldeberga, commonly called ARB o- 


ROUGH 3 


7 


Sy 
N 
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ROUGH® ; its name ſignifies the old Burgh; it is often 
written in evidences Akenberwe, or the Burgh of 
Oaks. 


There are three manors; the ſuperior manor and 


juriſdiction, with the leet and advowſon, belonged to 
| biſhop Stigand, afterwards to Ralph earl of Norfolk, 
who forfeited it, by his rebellion, to the Conqueror, 


and he afligned i it to the care of William de Noiers. 
The town was then a mile long, and five furlongs 
broad, and paid 10d. to the geld. It was afterwards 
granted to the Bigots, earls of Norfolk, with Earſham, 
and hath paſſed always with it to this day, his grace 
Charles duke of Norfolk being now lord. 


The ſecond manor is HoLtBrook, or ALBURGH=- 
HALL, which was in two parts; Alfric held one as a 
berewick to Tibenham, in the Confeſſor's time, and 
Morvan after him; a "nk -man of St. Audrey, = Ely, 
held the other, wk 85 Herfrind had afterwards, and 
his ſucceſſor, Eudo, had the whole of the Conqueror's 
gift. It came afterwards to Nicholas de Lenham, 
who occurs lord in 1256; and in 1274 was purchaſed 


of John Dagworth, and others, by John de Hole- 


brook, who added lands to it, by purchaſe, from 


William de Alburgh. In 1342 John de St. Maur, 
or Seymore, (lord of Semere's manor, which extended 
into this town) was lord; and in 1350 fir William 


Seymour, knt. conveyed it to ſir John Wingfield, 


knt. and his heirs; ſoon after they all joined and 


ſold it to Gilbert de Debenham, eſq. who was in poſ- 


B ſeſſion 


be Ms Fuller, among other county proverbs, hath . this, 
(ſuch as it is: | 
Denton in the dale, and Arborough i in the dirt, 
a Ang if you go to Hemersfield, your purſe will get the 
quirt.“ 
Homersfield lies in Suffolk, juſt by, and is a ſmall village, 
abounding with alehouſes. 
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ſeſſion in 1360, when it was worth ten marks a year, 
and was held of Earſham hundred. It continued in 
the Debenhams a long time, though in 14 56 Ha- 
mond le Strange had an intereſt in it. 


Mr. Rice, in his ſurvey, ſays, that the manor- 


houſe, or hall, was down in 1480, and that it 


belonged to the heirs general of the Brewſes, co 
ladies; one married to fir Edward Themilthorpe, knt. 


The demeſnes and quit-rents were gol, per ann. 
the fines were at will, and there were about twenty 
tenants, 


The third is the Rec roxy Manor, which hath 
about 408. per ann. rents, and the copyholds are at 
the will of the lord. 


There was alſo a ſmall part belonging to the ho- 


nour of Richmond, but that belonged to Redenhall 
manor, 


The church is dedicated to All Saints, was firſt va- 


lued at twelve marks, and after that at ſeventeen. 


The rector had a houſe, and forty acres of land, when 
Norwich Doomſday-book was made; now reduced, 
by the rector's granting them to be held as copy hold 
of their Ya manor, to about eight acres. 


The town paid 51. clear to each tenth; it pays 
firſt fruits and tenths, and is not capable of augmen- 
tation, ſtanding thus in the king's books :—1 21. Al- 
bergh rectory.—11. 45. yearly tenths, 


The abbot of Langley's temporals in this town 
were taxed. at 6d. the prior of Mendham's at 5s. 


1d. ob. 
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1d. ob. the prior of Weybrige's at 28. d. ſo that 


the religious were little concerned here. 


The preſentation was chiefly in the dukes of Nor— 
folk, as appears from the inſtitution books, from 


1503 to 1699. 
Richard Whetley, the rector here, was deprived 


by queen Mary; among others of the clergy, whoſe 


ſole offence in thoſe days was matrimony. In 
160g the rector returned 156 communicants in his 


pariſh. 


Blomefield ſays, that in 1729 the Rev. Mr. Fair- 


fax Stillingfleet, A. M. late fellow of St. John's Col- 


lege, in Cambridge, was preſented by fir Rowland 
Hill, of Hawkſton, in Shropſhire, bart. to this rec- 
tory, it being one of the livings purchaſed of the 
duke of Norfolk, to which the family muſt always 
preſent a fellow of St. John's, college, Cambridge; 
and the biſhop's regiſter has, 17 54, the Rev. William 
Cole preſented by St. John's college, Cambridge. 


The tower is ſquare, had originally three, but now 
there are fix bells; the chancel is thatched, the 
church and louch porch leaded; the north veſtry is 
down. 


On marbles in the chancel, Flons Green, gene- 
roſus de Pulham Sta. Maria cœlebs, mortuus el quarto 
die Mart. anno Xt, Moccvi. At, LXIx.—with his 


Arms. 


Mr. R:chard Cooper, 13 16, 1669, 86. Anne his 
wiſe, Odd. 26, 1669, 65. 
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Over the north door remains a painting of St. 
|: Chriſtopher, as uſual, very large; and there was an Y 
14 mimimage of our Lady in the chancel; a chapel, dedica- - I 
1 ted to St. Laurence, in the church, and an image of 

it 8 St, Catherine, by which the Wrights (a very ancient 

lf |! family in this pariſh, are interred, and were benefac- : 
n tors towards building the porch, in 1463 $ 


a — 


On a grave-poſt in the ſouth fide of the church- 
yard a latin epitaph to Robert Bayes, clerk, obijt 

| December 8, 1702, ætat. 78.—Alſo, to Samuel 
1:5 Bayes, eſq. ob1jt Aug. 24, 1689, tat. 29. 


oy An altar-tomb at the weſt end of the ſteeple, for 
48 Robert Fay, gent. Jan. 12, 1723, aged 84; and two of 
| his wives, and fourteen children. | 
"3 A grave-poſt for Jon Hambling, March 29th, 

| 1712, aged bg. 

Friend! Jam gone, and you muſt follow, 

I Perhaps to-day, perhaps to-morrow, 
1 | Your time is ſhort, improve it well, 

Prepare for heaven, and think on hell, 


Here is an eſtate belonging to the boys hoſpital in 
Norwich, town houſes, and two commons, contain-. 
ing about 100 acres, on which Wortwell and Al- 
burgh intercommon. Here is alſo an eſtate of g71. 

per ann, given by Richard Wright, of this pariſh, 
appropriated to the church and poor, by a decree in 
Chancery made in the 14th of James I. - 
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The deſcription of the penance of Thomas Pye, 
and John Mendham, in 1428, may be read in 
Maſter Fox's Acts and Monuments, at fo. 663.“ 


* Blometield, 
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BILLINGFORD. The original name of * 
lace is Preleſton, or the © Town of the Battle,“ 
all probability ſo called from ſome remarkable Daus 
fought here, when the Romans poſſeſſed the land; 
and by this name only it is mentioned in Doomſday- 
book. Its preſent name firſt occured in the time of 
Henry III. when the inhabitants began to fix them- 
ſelves by the ford, or paſs over the river into Suffolk: 
for Billingford ſignifies the dwelling at the ford by 
the low meadow; "and ſuch is the ficuation of this 

village at preſent, 


Stigand the biſhop was ſuperior lord here at the 
Confeſſor's time, and Roger de Ramis at the con- 
queſt. One part of the town formerly belonged to 
the abbot of Bury, and another to the abbot of Ely; 
all which Warenger held under the ſaid Roger, oa 
retained the ſuperior Juriſdiction to himſelf, in thoſe 
lands which formerly belonged to Bury; the one part 
was given to Bury along with Thorpe, and the other 
to Ely, with Pulham, to n manors they then 
belonged. 


Soon after they were divided, and one moiety con- 
_ tinned in Roger's family tilt 1249, and then Richer 
de Reymes (old it to Roger de Herdebarow, or Flerle— 
burgh, who by this purchaſe became. lord of the 
whole; for the other moiety went to the Bigots, and 
in 1211 was fold by William Bigot to Hugh de Her- 
leburgh: the whole was held always of Forncet ma- 
nor at one fee, and 2d. ob. per ann. caſtle-ward: his 
two daughters and co-heireſles afterwards inherited 
it; but in 1285 Roger Bigot claimed liberty of ſree— 
warren, as ſuperior lord of the fee; and alter this it 
was divided again into moteties. ' Ela, one of Herle- 
burgh's heireſſes, married Walter de Hopton, and 
preſented here in 1300; and John de Peyto married 

the 
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the other ; whoſe ſon, by che name of John de petto, 
jun. preſented in 1337; but in 1338 they joined and 


' ſold the whole to fir Walter de Hopton, knt. 


In 1360 John de Clinton was lord-for life, jointly 
with fir Walter de Hopton; and in 1375 Agnes, re- 
lict of John Brown, and Richard Brown, clerk, their 
fon, fold it to fir Simon Burley, knight banneret, the 
great favourite of Edward the Black Prince, and tu- 
tor to Richard, his ſon, afterwards Richard II. who 
advanced him to many honors, and places of truſt. 
and profit“, he being knight of the garter, one of his 
privy-council, chamberlain of the houſhold, governor 
of Windſor caſtle, conſtable of Dover caſtle, and 
lord warden of the Cinque-ports. In 1378 he obtained 
a grant from the king of the caſtle and lordſhip of 
Llan Stephan, in Pembrokeſhire; and in 1382 ano- 
ther, to be maſter of the king's falcons and game 


kept at Charing, with the manor of Barrock, by 


Graveſend, EM many other lands, &c. in conſidera- 
tion of his great ſervices done to him from his in- 
fancy, before he was made a knight, and at that 


time, and after, when prince of Wales, and ſince, 


when king of England; but being ſo great in his 
maſter's favor, it raiſed him to ſuch an intolerable 
degree of pride, and its conſequence, oppreſiion, that 
he incurred the diſpleaſure of the whole nation, and 
being attainted in Parliament, was bcheaded on 
Tower-hill in 1388. This manor was not forfeited 
thereby; for in 1375 ſir Simon conveyed it after his 
deceaſe to fir John Burley, his brother, and he ſetiled 


it (or rather a moiety of it) on ſir John Hopton, of 


Shropſhire, 


* He could diſpend but twenty marks a year of his own in- 
heritance, but by his Prince's faver attained to 3000 marks of 
yearly revenue; he gave ſometimes 220 liveries in a year of 
ſcarlet, &c, | 
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Shropſhire, Ent. who married Iſabel Lurley, his 
daughter, and their heirs. 


The other moiety, afterwards called Conzrr's 
Maxon, belonged to fir Nicholas Dagworth, Ent. 
and in 1401 to Thomas Young, elq. of Sibton, and 
after to John Corbet, eſq. in whom the whole united 
again. In 1460 John Corbet, eſq. was found his 
heir, in right of his wife, Catherine, only daughter 
and heireſs of Walter Hopton, and it continued in 
the Corbets a long time. 


Roger Corbet, eſq. died lord in 1539, leaving An- 
drew his fon avd heir, who ſold it in 1544 to fir Ro- 
bert Southwell, of whom it was purchaied by Chriſ— 
topher Grice, gent. who died in 1538, and was bu— 
tied in this church, leaving Robert his fon and 
heir, who dying in 1601, hes buried here, leaving 
only one daughter, Frances le Grice, who married 
fir William Platers. of Sotterley, knight and baronet, 
deputy lieutenant and vice admiral of the county of 
Suffolk, and member in Parliament; they left fir 
Thomas Platers, bart. their only fon and heir, who 
was high-ſherift of Suffolk, and a colonel of a regi- 
ment of horſe to Charles I, and afterwards had a 
command at ſea under the king of Spain: he mar- 
ried Rebecca, daughter and co-heireſs of Thomas 
Chapman, of Wormley, in Hertfordſhire, and died 
at Meſiing in Sicily, in 1631, without legitimate 
iſſue, but ſettled this manor aud eſtate on Elizabeth, 
his natural daughter, who married fir Edward Chi— 
ſenhall, knt. of an ancient family in Lancaſhire, and 
had iſſue William Chiſenhall, of whom it was pur- 
chaſed by the Carters, and in 1704 Edward Carter, 


ſenior, was lord and patron; and afterwards by the 


Holts, and Rowland Holt, efq. of Redgrave, in Suf- 
folk, is now lord and patron, 
The 
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_ The rectory of Billingford is gl. and the clear 
yearly value 45l. This rectory being diſcharged, 


pays neither farſt-fruits nor tenths, and 18 capable of 
augmentation. 


When Norwich doomſday-book was made the 
rector had a houſe and ten acres of land; the houſe 
ſtood near the ſummer-houſe at the hall, and was 
long ſince burned down, and never rebuilt. The 
terrier hath thirty-ſeven pieces of glebe; it is in the 
liberty of the duke of Norfolk, who in right of his 


hundred of Earſham is loid paramount here. 


There was a family firnamed of the town: In 
1260 Matthew of Preleſton, and in 1316 John of 
Prilleſton lived here. 


The church is dedicated to St. Leonard; the nave 
and ſouth porch are tiled, and the chancel is thatched ; 
there was a large ſquare tower, which is fallen down, 


to that it is no higher than the church, 1s covered 
in, and hath one bell in it. 


On a braſs plate ere Heth buryed the corps of 
Ciriflopher le CH, eſq; ſome dime lord and patron of 
this church, only child to Robert le Grys, eſqg. and Suſan, 
is wife, daughter and co-keire to Thomas Ayre, of Bury, 
n Suffolk, eſq. lineally deſcended from fir Roberl le Grys, 
of Langley, in Norfolk, knt. one of the equerries to hang 
Richard the 1/1, he married Margaret, daughter and 
hear to Thomas Whipple, of Dickleborough, in Norfolk, 
gent, and Eiackell. 45 wife, daughter and co-lieire to 
John Garningham, of Belton, in Suffolk, eſq. and had 
1ſſue by her only Frances, who married with fir William 
Playters, of Satterley, in Suffolk, knt. and bart, He 
ended thus life the 191th 9 Odlober, A®*. 1601, and in the 
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7 23d year of his age. Rufn. Wich the arms of 
KB I Grice, Whipple, and Jernegan, 


1 On another braſs.—Llere Iyeth buryed the corps of 
6. Chriſtopher le Grice, eſq. ſome time lord and patron of 
this church, ſoun to Wilham le Grys, of Brocdiſh, and 
f Sy bell, hts wife, daughter and here to Edmund Syngleton, 
5 eſq. he married Ann, eldejt daughter to Robert Howard, 
4 of Brocdiſh, gent. by whom 12 had three ſonns and two 
1 daughters: he died Fan. 19, 1558. — Grice impales 
quarterly, Singleton and Howard, of Brockdiſh. 


> 
* 
2 

7 


2 


8 


5 
5 2 * 
83 


l e 
8 
22 


0 Here lyeth buried the Corps of Charles le Grys, gent. 
1 the only ſonne of Henry le A and Ann, Ins wife, 
daughter to Anthony Yaxley, of Taxley, in Suffolk, 4 
he died Sept. 4, 1034. 


1 In the chancel windows are the arms of De-la-Pole, 
F Haſtings, and Valence, of Anthony Grys, with 
1 three martlets on the top, and of Henry Grys, with 
a creſcent; and on a tree hangs a ſhield with me. 


arms of Brewfe ON it. 


\ "The font hank the arms of St. Edmund, St. George, 


and a chev. and chief 1 in one ſhield, all carved in 


ſtone. 

; In 1267 there was a vicar here; after this the vi- 

; carage was re- united to the retory, and ſo it conti- 

4 Aue a N ever ſince. | 
Wm William de Eaſthawe, rector, was buried in the 
3 changel i in 1385, and made the lattices between the 
3 church and chancel. | was 2 
v7 The rector returned eighty communicants here in 
ol 825 
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June 12, 1739, the church of Billingford, alias 
Pryleſton, was conſolidated with Thorpe parva, and 
in 1772, the Rev. John Malyn was preſented to the 
retory by Rowland Holt, eſq. knight of the ſhire 
for the county of Suffolk. 


There were formerly many arms of the Grices, 

With their impalements and quarterings, both in the 
hall and church windows, but are now ſome of 

them removed, and the reſt fo broken and defaced, 


that there is no depending on them for the exadneſs 
of the ſeveral coats. 


Billingford is the 6 ſoucherly town in Norfolk. 
and the coach-road between Yarmouth and London 


Palles by it. 


BROCK DISH, or BROOEKDISh, is the next ad- 
Joining town to Thorpe-Abbots, eaſtward, through 
which the great road paſles to Yarmouth; on the 
left hand of which ſtands the church on a hill by 
itſelf, there being no houſe near it but the parſonage, 
which joins to the eaſt fide of the church- yard. The 
advowſon always belonged to the Earl's manor here, 
wich which it now continues. 


3 Norwich Doomſday- book we read, that the 
rector had a houſe, ard thirty acres of land: and it 
was then valued at fafteen marks. It Ws in the 
king's book thus, 10l. Brokediſh rectory, 11. 
yearly tenths,” and conſequently pays firſt fruits, and 
is incapable of augmentation. The church lands 
included in the glebe, which is much the ſame in 
quantity as it was when the aforeſaid ſurvey was 
taken. It is in the Duke of Nortolk's liberty, though 
he hath no leet, warren, paramountſhip, or ſuperior 
juriſdiction 
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5 juriſdiction at all in this town, the whole being ſold 
| 3 by the * along with the manors of the town, 

* M | | 

| 4 In 160g there were 103 EO NO Re here, and 


now (Blomefield) here are 50 families, and about 
300 inhabitants. 


The prior of St. Faith at W owned lands 
here, which were taxed at 28. bd. in 1428. 


4 The prior of Thetford monks had lands here of 
1 the gift of Richard de Cadomo, or Caam, who gave 
1 them his land, &c. in Brockdiſh, which from thoſe 
5 monks is now called Monks hall Manor, and the 
1 water-mill there. In the time of Richard II. the 
5 monks bought a piece of marſh ground to make a 
way to their mill, which not being contained in the 
grant of Monks-hall Manor from Henry VIII. to the 
duke of Norfolk, William le Grice, eſq. and Charles 
Newcommon, who had a grant of ſuch lands as 
they could find concealed from the crown, ſeized on 
this as ſuch; and upon their ſe doing, the owner of 
the mill was obliged to purchaſe it of them by the 
name of Thetford: Mill-Way, and it hath ever ſince 


belonged to, and is conſtantly repaired by the owner 
thereof, 


In 1356 Mary counteſs Marſhall, widow of Tho- 
mas de Brotherton, who had recovered the advowlon 
by the king's writ againſt fir J. Wingheld, knt. and 
Thomas, his brother, William de Lampet, and Alice, 

his wife, and Catherine, her ſiſter, preſented; and 
it remained in the Norfolk family till 1561. 


In 1739 the late Wa and learned Francis Blome- 
5 field was preſented rector by Mis. Ellen Laurence, | 
1 ol Caltle-Acre, widow: He publiſhed three apr 2 
48 Le os 


fene or: 
of Au Ess Av towards an Hiſtory of Norfolk, which 


was continued in two volumes more oy the Rev, 


Mr. Parkin, 


\ 


5 In 1766 the Rev. Lawrence Gibbs was preſented 
to this rectory by Samuel Gibbs, H. 7. 


The church is dedicated to the honor of the 
Apoſtles Sts. Peter and Paul, and hath a ſquare tower 
about ſixteen yards high, part of which was re-built 

with brick in 1714; there are five bells, the third 


is ſaid to have been brought from Pulham in ex- 


change. The nave, chancel, and ſouth aile are 
leaded, the ſouth porch is tiled, and the north porch 
is in ruins, The roof of this chancel is remarkable 
for its principals, which are whole trees without any 
joint from fide to fide, and bent in ſuch a rifing 
manner as to be agreeable to the roof, The chancel 
is thirty feet long, and twenty broad; the nave is 
fifty-four feet long, and thirty-two broad, and the 
ſouth aile is of the ſame length, and ten feet broad. 


At the weſt end of the nave is a black marble in- 


| ſcribed to Richard Wythe, gent. who died Sept. 6, 
1671, aged 64 years, 4 months, and nine days. 


4 Bis family had reſided hers ever ſince the time 
of Edward III. till lately, and had a e 


eſtate here, and in the e villages. 


Another abt near the deſk, to John Moulton, 
gent. who died June 12, 1718, aged 38 years; and 
to his two wives who died before him. 


1 ROT > COR In a north . are the arms of De-la-Pole, 
8 es ten. 
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In 1469 John Wwliche of Brockdiſh, was 5 
terred in the nave, and left a legacy to pave the bot- 
tom of the ſteeple. | N 


In 1518 Henry Bokenham, of Brockdiſh, was 
buried in the church, as were many of the Spaldings*, 
Wythes, Howards, Grices. Tendrings, and Lau- 
rences, who were all conſiderable owners, and fami- 
lies of diſtinction in this town. 


The chapel at the eaſt end of the ſouth aile was 


built by fir Ralph Tendring, of Brockdiſh, knt. whoſe 


arms remain in the eaſt window to this day. 


His altar monument ſtands againſt the eaſt wall, 
north and ſouth, and hath a fort of cupola over it, 
with a holy water ſtope by it, and a pedeſlal for the 
image of the faint to whom it was dedicated to land 
on, ſo that it ſerved both for a tomb and an altar; 
the braſs plates of arms and circumſcription are 


loſt. 


On the north ſide, between the chapel and nave, 


ſtands another altar tomb, covered with a moſt cu- 
rious marble, diſrobed of many braſs plates of arms 
and its circumſcription, as are ſeveral other ſtones 


in the nave, aile, and chancel. This is the tomb 


of John Tendring, elq. of Brockdiſh-hall, who 
G4: lived 


* This family was originally of Spalding, in Lincolnſhire, 
In the houſe belonging to the family was a picture of Samuel 
Spalding, town clerk of Cambridge, in his alderman's gown, 


with a book in his hand, anno 1664, tat. 74. Another of his 


wife, anno 1664, ætat. 63, with her arms; another of Frances, 


their daughter, in her winding-ſheet :---this child being young, 


went into a garret in a remote part of the houſe, and the door 
ſhutting upon it, it was there ſtarved to death, notwithſtandin 


firict enquiry had been made after it. This Samuel was father 3 4 - 


of Samuel, father of Daniel Spalding, gent, deceaſcds 


4 
* 
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lived there, and died in 1436, leaving five daugh- 
ters, his heireſſes, fo that he was the laſt male of 
this branch of the Tendrings. 


On the eaſt chancel wall on the ſouth fide of the 


altar is a white - marble monument, with a latin 
inſcription to the Rev. Robert Lawrence, rector and 
patron here, who died Dec. 31, 1739 aged 25. — with 


the arms of Lawrence, Aſlack, Lany, Cooke, Bohun, 


Bardolph, Ramſey. 


On a flat ſtone under this monument is a braſs 
plate inſcribed to Robert Lawrence, eſq. ob. July 
28, 1637; the arms on a braſs plate are, Lawrence 
impaling Lany, and his quarterings, viz. Allack, 
Cooke, Bohun, Delis, Birdolph, Charles, Ramley, 
Tendring, Wim Kc. | 


There is a picture of this Robert Iawrence, ef, 
drawn in 1629, aged 36. He built the hall in 
1634; it ſtands near half a mile north-caſt of the 
charck and was placed near the old {cite of 55 00 
diſh-ball, the ſcat of the Tendrings, whole arms, 
taken out of the old hall when this was built, were 
fixed in the windows. The arms of this man, and 
his wife, and ſeveral of their quarterings, are carved 
on the wainſcot in the rooms, 


On the ſouth fide of the church-yard is an altar 


tomb, covered with a black marble, with the creſt 
and arms of Sayer, or Sawyer, to the memory of 


Frances, late wife of Richard Tubby, eſq. who died 
December 22, 1728, 


Adjoiuing is another altar tomb In memory 4 


Richard Tubby, eſq. who died December 10, 1741, 
le an ear of has age, 


3 


1 


32 ͤĩ ð ?ài% E | 19 
He was high ſheriff of Norfolk in 1729, and his 


wife was niece and co-heireſs to Thomas "Tenniſon, 
archbiſhop of Canterbury, who died December 14, 
1715, and was buried at Lambeth. 


The town takes its name from its ſituation on the 


Waveney, or Wagheneye, which divides this county 
from that of Suffolk, the channel of which is now 


deep and broad, though nothing to what it was at 
that time, as 1s evident from the names of places 
upon this river, as the oppoſite Ville, now called 
Sileham, (oftentimes wrote Sayl-holm, even to the 


time of Edward III.) ſhews; “ for,“ ſays Mr. Blome- 


field. IJ make no doubt but it was then navigable 
for large boats and barges to fail up hither, and con- 
tinued fo till the fea, by retiring at Yarmouth: and 
its courſe being ſtopt near Loweſtoft, had not that 
influence on the river fo far up as it had before, 
which occalioned the water to retire, ' and leave 
much land dry on either fide of the channel; tho 
it is ſo good a ſtream, that it might with eaſe, even 
nom, be made navigable hither, and it would be a 
good work, and very advantageous to all the adja- 
cent country.” That brod-dic ſignifies no more than 
the broad-ditch is very plain, and that the termination 
of o, eau, or water, added to it, makes it © the broad 
ditch of water” is as evident, 


Before the Confſeſſor's time this town was in two 
parts, biſhop Stigand owned one, and the abbot of 
Bury. the other; the former afterwards was called the 
Earl's manor, from the carls of Norfolk; and the 
other Brockdiſh-hall, from its ancient lords, wha 
were ſirnamed from the town. 


The ſuperior juriſdiction, leet, and all royalties, 
belonged to the carl's manor, which was always held 
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was generally given to their domeltic chaplains, 
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of the hundred of Earſham, except that part of it 


which belonged to Bury abbey, and that belonged - 


to the lords of Brockdiſh-hall: but when the earl's 
manor was {old by the duke of Norfolk, with all roy » 
alties of gaming, fiſhing, &c. together with the leets, 


view of frank-pledge, &c. free and exempt from his 


hundred of Earſham, and the two manors became 


joined as they now are, the whole centred in the lord 


of the town, who hath now the ſole juriſdiction, 
with the leet, belonging to it; and the whole pariſh 
being freehold, on every death, or alienation, the 
new tenant pays a relief of a year's freehold rent, 
added to the current year; the annual ſree rent, with- 
out ſuch reliefs, amounting to above gl. per ann. 


At the Conqueror's ſurvey the town was ſeven ſur- 
longs long, five furlongs and four perches broad, and 


paid 6d. to the gelt, or tax. 


At the Conſeſſor's ſurvey there were lands, Kc. 
held of biſhop Stigand, and others held under the 
abbot of Bury, who held the whole of Stigand. 


There were two ſoc-men, with land, &c. here, 
which were given to Bury abbey along with the ad- 
Jacent manor of Thorpe-Abbots, but were after ſe— 
vered [rom that manor, and infeoffed by the abbot of 


Bury in the lord of Brockdiſh-hall manor, with 
which it paſſed ever after. , | 


Brocknish-Eart's Maxon, or Brockdiſh Comtis. 
This manor always attended the manor of Forncet 
after it was granted from the crown to the Bigots, 
along with the half-hundred of Earſham. It was 
moſtly part of the dower of the ladies of the ſeveral 
noble familics that it paſſed through, and the living 


In 


* 
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In the gd of Edward I. the abbot of Bury tried an 
action with Roger Bigot, then lord and patron, for 
the patronage, pleading that a part of the town be- 
longed to his houſe, and though they infeoffed their 
manor here in the family of the Brockdifh's, yet the 
right in the advowlon remained in him; but it aps 
pearing that the advowſon never belonged to the ab- 
bot's manor before the feoffment was made, but that 
it wholly was appendant ever ſince the Confeſſor's 
time to the earl's manor, the abbot was caſt: not- 
withſlanding which, in 1335, fir John Wingfield, knt, 
Kc. owners of Brockdiſh s manor, revived the claim 
to the advowſon, preſented here, and put up their 
arms in the church windows, as patrons, which ſtill 


remain; but Mary counteſs Marſhall, who then held 


this manor in dower, brought her quare wmpedit, and 


ejected their clerk; ſince which time it conſtantly at- 


tended this manor, Being always Wenden thereto. 


in the 15th of Edward I. Roger Bigot, then lord, 
had vn in all this town, as belonging to this 
manor, having not only all the royalties of the town, 
but alſo the aſſize of bread and ale, and amercia- 


ments of all the tenants of his own manor, and the 


tenants of Reginald de Brockdiſh, who were all obli— 
ged to-do ſuit once a year at the earl's view of frank- 
pledge, and leet, in Brockdiſh. Ir continued in the 
Norfolk family till 1570, and then Thomas Howard, 
duke of Norfolk, obtained licence from queen Eli- 


zZabeth to ſell it, it being held in cape, or in chief, of 


the crown, as part of the barony and honor ol the 
ſaid duke, who accordingly fold the manor, advow- 
ſon, free-fiſhery, and. all the place, or manor-houſe, 
and demeſne- lands, together with the leet, &c. and 
0 other royalties whatſoever, free and exempt from 

ny juriſdiction, or payment, to his half-hundred of 
Khan, to Charles le * of Brockdiſh, elq, 
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and his heirs, who was deſcended ſom fir Robert le 
Grys, of Langley, in Norfolk, knight, equerry to 
Richard I. 'Ihis Charles re-built the houſe called 
the Place in 1567, and fixed his own and wife's 
arms and quarterings in the windows there. He 
marricd two wives, from whom deſcended the nume- 


rous branches of the Grices, of Brockdiſh, Norwich, 


Wakefield, in Yorkſhire, Nc. He was buried in this 


church April 12, 1575, and held his manor of the 


hundred of Earſham, in free ſoccage, without an 
rent or ſervice. and not in cahite; and Brockdiſh-hall 
manor of the king, as of his barony of Bury St, Ed- 


mund, in Suffolk, which lately belonged to the ab- 


bey there, in free-ſoccage, without any rent or ſer— 
vice, and not in cahile, and William le Grice was his 
eldeft fon and heir, wha was poſſeſſed of the whole 
eſtate; for in 1385 William Howard, then lord of 
Brockdiſli-hall manor, agreed and ſold it to this Wil- 


ham, aud Henry le Grice, his brother, and their - 
heirs ; but Howard dying the next year, the purchaſe 


was not compleated till 1398, when Edward Copple- 
dick, gent. and other truſtees, brought a writ of en- 
try againſt John, ſon of the ſaid William Howard, 
gent. "and had it ſetiled abſolutely in the Grices, from 


which time the two manors have continued Joined, 
as they are at this day: he left Francis le Grice, elq. 
his fon and heir, who fold the whole eſtate, manors, 


and advowſon, to Robert Laurence, of Brockdiſh, 


elq.“ and che heirs of the family of Laurence enjoy 
the eſtate to this day, 


Brock nisH-Har Maxon belonged to Bury ab- 
bey as aforeſaid till the time of Hemy I. and then 


the 


Oliver Laurence created banneret by the duke of Somerſet 


before Roxborough, in Scotland, in 1547, was of this family, 


which was originally of Buckinghamſhire, 
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; le Ne abbot inſeoffed fir Stephen de Brockdiſh in it, 
5 9 rom whom it took its preſent name; he was to hold. 
| it at the qth part of a knight's fee of that abbey; it 


9 ontained a capital meſſuage, or manor-houſe, called 
Te now Brockdiſh-hall, 105 acres of land in demeſne, 
þ cache acres of wood, eight of meadow, and 4l. 


11 33 10d, rents of alice: 

18 5 

5 Sir Stephen de Brockdiſh, knt. was canal bailiff 
4 ol all che earl of Norfolk's manors in this county, 


and was lord of this manor about 1329. 


Reginald de ,Brockdiſh* leſt two daughters and 
heireſſes, and not long after the whole was united, 
and belonged to fir William Tendring, of Stokeney- 
land, Ent. And fir Ralph Tendring, of Brockdiſh, knt, 
built the old hall (which was pulled down by Ro- 
bert Lawrence, eſq. when he erected the preſent 
2 Houle) and the ſouth aile chapel, in which he and 
> ſeveral of his family are interred. 


John Tendring, of Brockdiſh, eſq. his fon, leſt 
five daughters, co-heirefles, who joined and le- 
>, vieda fine, and fold ic to Thomas Faſtolf, elq. and 

: } his heirs; and the year following they conveyed all 

their lands, Kc. in Wiggenhall, Tilney, and liling- 

ton, to fir John Howard, knt. and his heirs, and 
veſted them in his trüllees, who the year following 

N purchaſed the manor of Faſtolf to himſelf and heirs; 

\ this fir John left Brockdiſh to a younger ſon, Robert 

Howard, eſq. who ſettled here, 


= 1 9 William 


The family of this name were very numerous, and many 
collateral branches continued a long time 1n this county ; fir John 
Brockdiſh, prieft of Mendleſbam, in Suffolk, was one of the 
Marian perſecutors, mentioned by Mr, Fox, vol. II. fol. 1913, 


William Howard, who died in 1366, ſold this 
manor the year before his death to the Grices aſore- 
ſaid; but upon the ſale he reſerved all other his ch 
eftate in Brockdiſh, in which he dwelt, called How . *F 
ard's Place, ſituate on the ſouth fide of the entrance 
of Brockdiſh-ſtreet, which houſe and farm was lately 1 
in Mr. Bucknall Howard, of London. - 
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The ſcite and demeſnes of the earl's manor, now 
called the Place, was ſold from the manor by the 
Grices ſome time ſince, and after belonged to ſir 
Ifaac Pennington, alderman of London, and one of in 
thoſe who ſat in judgment on Charles I. for which 34 
his eſtate was forfeited at the reſtoration, and was d 
given by Charles II. to the duke of Grafton, and his 
grace the preſent duke of Grafton now owns it. 
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Eencſactions to this pariſh are, amongſt others, one 
cloſe, called Algorſhegge“, containing three acres, _* 
and a grove and dove-houſe formerly built thereon, 
containing about one acre, at the eaſt end thereof; 
the whole abutting on the king's highway north, and 
the glebe of Brockdiſh rectory weſt: and one tene- 
ment abutting on Brockdiſh ſtreet, ſouth, called Se- ; 
riches, with a yard on the north fide thereof, were ) 
given by John Bacon, the younger, of Brockdiſh; a 
. the clear profits to go yearly to pay the tenths and 
1 liſteenths for the pariſh of Brockdiſh, when laid, 
= and when they are not laid, to repair and adorn the 
parith church there for cver. His will was proved 
in 1433. There are always to be twelve feoffees 
of ſuch as dwell, or are owners in the pariſh, and 
when the majority {of them are dead, the ſurvivors 
are to fill up the vacancies. This tenement, with a 
town-clock fixed therein, was rebuilt in 1585, in the 

| time 


* pays a free rent of 4d. ob. 


Wh. eee eee 
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< me of Richard Gibſon, rector. who contributed 
it hereto, with many of his pariſhioners. 


| John Sherwood, late of Brockdiſh, deceaſed, pur- 


1 2 and left in 1372 an annuity, or clear yearly 
i tent charge of 6s. 8d. illuing out of ſix acres of land 


nd paſture in Hoxne, in a cloſe, called Calſton's- 


l loſe, to the only uſe and behoof of the poor of 
ZBrockdiſh, to be paid on the 1ſt of Nov. in Hoxne | 
Church porch, between twelve and four in the after- 
1 . of the ſame day, with power to diſtrain and 
enter immediately for non-payment ; the faid fix 
acres are warranted to be freehold, and clear of all 
incumbrances, except another rent- charge of 1g. 
44d. granted to Hoxne poor, to be paid at the ſame 
day and place. 


In 1392 John Howard. of Brockdiſh, fold to the 


| / inhabitams there a cottage, called Laune's, lying be- 
4 tween the glebes on all parts; this hath been dilapi- 


q dated many years, but the ſcite {till belongs to the 


6 pariſh. 


In the reign of queen Mary we find, by the old 


town-book, that feveral ſums were paid for church 


utenſils, Kc. then uſed; but in 1558, as ſoon as 


queen Elizabeth aſcended the throne, all theſe %% 
images, &c. were removed out of the church. 


In 1657 ſeventeen ſhillings was laid out for the re- 
pair of the Brockdiſh part of Sileham-bridge, leading 
over the river to Sileham church. This bridge is 
now down, through the negligence of both the pa- 


| Tiſhes, though it was of equal ſervice to both, and 


half of i it to be repaired by each ol them. 


In 
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the Confeſſor's time, and by Eudo, ſon of Spiruwin, © 
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In 1618 the church was wholly new paved and re 
paired; and in 1619 the pulpit and deſk new made, 
new books, pulpit-cloth, altar-cloth, &c. bought, 


DENTON takes its name from the Saxon word © 
den, a cave, or hollow place“, between two hills, which 
exactly anſwers to its ſituation. The preſent church 
ſtands on a high hill, and the parſonage houſe on the 
north fide of the church- yard, in the very den, o 
hollow, from which the village is named. The ſu- 
perior juriſdiction over divers free- men of this town, 
from the time of the conqueſt to this day, hath paſſed 
with the hundred of Earſham; but the chief mayor * 
of Denton was held of biſhop Stigand by Alfriz, in 


7% 


at the Conqueror's ſurvey, when it was worth 41. per 
ann. the town being then a mile long, and four fur- . 
longs broad, and paid 18d. gelt. This came to 
William de Albany, who joined it to Buckenham- 
caſtle, with which it paſſed many ages. Another 
part, which formerly belonged to Bury abbey, was 
held by Tarmoht, and aſter by the faid Eudo: this 
coullicuted that manor called Payone's, in Denton. 


DexToN cum Torcrorr MANOR paſſed with che 
Albanys, and at the diviſion of the eſtate of that fa- 
mily, among female heireſſes, was allotted, among 
others, to fir Robert de Tateſhale, knt. in whole fa- 
mily it continued ull the failure of iſſue male. | 


In 1227 Henry III. granted to fir Robert de Ta- 
teſhale, knt. a charter for free-warren here, which was 
confirmed to Conſtantine Clifton, his heir; and in 


1285 


W 
o 3 Rs, 


* Thus, den, and frand, in the old law terms, fignifies li- 
berty for a ſhip to run a- ground, or come a-fhore, which they 
uſually did in ſuch places for their ſafety, 
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1285 Roger Bigot, as lord of the hundred, had Joint 
p made free Warren with him. It went from the Tateſhales 
through the Bernaks, Orrebys, &c. to the Cliftons, 
and continued in that family, with Buckenham-callle, 
till 1447, and then fir John Clifton, knr. gave this 
Z manor to Robert Clifton, his couſin, and his heirs, 
who conveyed the united manors of Denton cum Top- 
croſt }, the manors of Hoes, and Littlehall, in Den- 
ton, with the advowſon of the church, to fir Gilbert 
Debenham, knt. and the advowlon of St. Giles's cha- 
pel, in Topcroft, the manors then extending into 
Denton, Topcroft, Aldburgh, Bedingham, Woodton, 
Hemenhale, Haddiſcoe-Thorpe, and Dickleburgh. 


Sir Thomas Brewſe, of Salle, in Eynsford hundred, 
and of Wenham, in Suffolk, in right of Elizabeth, 
his ſecond wife, ſiſter and heireſs to fir Gilbert De- 
benham, inherited this eſtate, from whom it de- 
ſcended to Robert Brewſe, eſq. of Topcroft-hall, his 
ſecond ſon. : 


John Brewſe in 1602 was lord; he was afterwards 
knighted, and married Cecily, only daughter of John 
Wilton, of Topcroſt, gent. and foon after the Wil— 
tons were lords. It paſſed with the Wiltons till Ni- 

cholas Wilton, eſq. fold it in 1680 to George Smyth, 

ng doctor of phyſic, ſecond ſon of John Smyth, eſq. of 
la- > North Nibley, high-ſheriff of Glouceſterſhire, de- 
ſcended from the Smyths of Elkington, in Lincoln- 
ſhire, who flouriſhed in the time of Henry VI. 
and were returned among the gentlemen of that 
as county; and from thence, about 15279, ſettled at 


— Va 18 
in . Nibley, 
5 + In 1464 Robert and Elizabeth Clifton lived in the princt- 
i- pal manor-houſe, called Topcroft-hall, and bad free hunting, 
y • hawking, fiſhing, and fowling, for their lives, in the united 
_- manors of Denton cam Topcroft, Hoes, and Littlehall, in 
. Topcroft. 
WY is . 
25 X:1 
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Nibley, where the elder branch have reſided to this = 
This 80 took bis 
maſter of arts degree at Oxford, May 21, 1661, and 


afterwards travelled beyond fea twenty-fhve years; 


f David Oilley, 


dav, from father to fon. 


and on the 24th of December, 16g8, was admitted 
doctor of Phyſic at Padua, as a fine diploma now in 


the family teſtifies; in which he is called Vobilis 


Anglus; he married Mary, daughter and heireſs of 
of Cheſhire, eſq. by whom he had 
one ſon, Offley : his ſecond wife was Ann“, daughter 
of William Chilcot, of Ifleworth, in Middleſex, elq. 
who ſurvived him, but had no iſſue; he is buried in 
Topcroft chancel, with the arms of Smyth between 


thoſe of Offley and Chilcot on the one : obajt Oy” 
15, 170-, 


Offley, his "HE inherited at his. death, who was 
likewiſe a great traveller, and never reſided at Top— 
croft, but died at London in 1708, and lies buried in 


St. Bride's church there, leaving this manor and 


_ eſtate to George Smyth, el. his eldeſt ſon, by Mary, 
daughter of Ibomss Archer, of Glhoccefteifhive, elq. 


who ſeuled at the manor-houſe of Topcroft-hall, the 
preſent ſeat of the family ; he married Mary, third 


_ daughter of William Churchman, elq. of Illington, 
In 1735 he was high ſheriff of Norſolk, and died 


| Pecember, 1743, lJeavi ing a numerous family. 


Wm. Smyth, of Topcroſt, eſq. his eldeſt ſon, is now 
lord of theſe united manors; he married the eldeſt 


daughter 


* She died May 10, 1708, aged 64, and lies buried in the 
chancel of Topcroft church. | 


+ Againft the north chancel wall at Topcreft there is a neat 


. mural monument of white marble to this gentleman, with the 
oreſt and arms of Smyth quartering Churchman, and a Latin i Ih + 


Nw; he died December 12, 1693, 
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cum Topcroft; 
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daughter 4 Alderman Black, of Norwich, by whom 


he has iſſue, In the late war he commanded a com- 
pany in the eaſtern battalion of the Norfolk militia, 
when upon an expected invaſion they were ordered 
down to Portſmouth, 


The ſaid George Smyth left alſo a braid fon Oſlley 
Smyth, gent. of Harleſton, who by Branſby Branſby, 
his wife, hath iſſue. And alſo Ann, a daughter, 
married i in Glouceſterſhire, 

How's Manon, in Torckorr, is joined to Denton 
it belonged at the conqueſt to Bury 


abbey, and at the ſurvey Berengarius held it of the 


abbot; the leet then belonged to it, and was worth 


40s. per ann. In 1196 Noger de Hoe, or Howe, 
owned it; he divided it into two parts; that in 
Topcroſt Roger de Coggeſhale, and the other Nicho- 
las de Falſham had, and being ſoon aſter united, 
it paſſed through many hands, and was: purchaſed 
by Andrew de Bixton, citizen of Norwich, whoſe 
feoffees in 1948 conveyed '! it to Jeffrey, his ſon and 
heir, who ſold it to the Cliſtons; and in 1378 fir 
John Clifton was lord. In 1458 Robert Clifton, 
eſq. who had it by inheritance from his father, joined 
it to Topcroft cum Denton manor, with which ut {UM 
remains. | | 


1 Manor, in Topcroft, is alſo joined 
to the aforeſaid manor: this had its original in 1302, 
when Robert de Tateſhale, the fourth of that name, 
then lord of Topcroſ and Denton, granted to Wil- 
ham de Bernak, and his heirs, about the third part 
of the manor, to be held of his capital manor at 2d. 


| a year; and with Margaret, daughter and heireſs of 


fir John Bernak, it went to her huſband, John Stone- 
ham, eſq. and ſo to the Greys; John Grey, eſq. of 
D Toperoſt, 
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Topcroſt. was the firſt that owned it of that ſamily; 
he left it to Robert Grey, his ſon and heir, who ſold 
it to John Stanhawe, of Bedingham, whoſe ſon, 
Ralph Stanhawe, before 1447 fold it to Robert Clif- 
ton, eſq. who joined it to his other manors, with 
which it ſtill remains. 
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The cuſtoms of theſe manors are, the eldeſt ſon 
is heir, they give no dower, every meſſuage pays bs, 
8d. fine certain, every acre of land of. the old grant, 
or feoftment, pays 28. each acre fine certain, and 
every acre of the new grant 48. fine certain. The 
quit-rents, ex parte Denton, are 181. 19s. 2d. and es 


parte Topcrofi Jos 188. a Fear: 


* 


n 
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A decree in Chancery paſſed Nov. 5, 1390, 5 
tween Thomas Brewſe, eſq, lord, and the tenants, ſet- 
uing the cuſtoms, and decreeing the meaſure of land, 
according to cuſtom, to be twenty-one feet and an 
half to the perch, or pole; the tenants to cut timber 
as they pleaſe, to repair their copyholds, and alſo 
for plow-boot, gate-boot, ſtile- boot, cart-boot, paling. 

and all other neceſſary uſes, free of all demand from 
the lord, and no diſtinction to be made; but may 
take off Denton to uſe at Topcroſt, and off "Top- 
croft to uſe at Denton: but in the decree this: The 
lords without lett or denial of the coppihold te- 


1 nmnants, in a convenient time, and without any un- 
lj «© neceſſary damage to the ſaid coppiholders. or their 1 
i « ſaid lands, may take, have, and perceive, conve- . 
W | *« -nient and ſufficient timber of the trees now being, ; 
"oY dor hereafter growing upon the coppihold premiſes, 1 
1 or any part thereof, for and towards the building, ; 
1 „ tranſpoſing, repairing, bettering, or amending the ö 
% manor-houſe of Topcroft-hall, in Topcroſt afore- : 
«« ſaid, or any of the houſes, buildings, or edifices © | 
thereof; or of any water-mills of the lord's, within 
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the ſaid manors, or any of them, and not other- 
wiſe, without the affent, or conſent, of the ſaid 
coppiholder, or cuſtomary tenant, that then ſhall . 
n the preſent eſtate, or inheritance, upon whoſe 

oppihold lands and tenements the fame trees have 
bet or ſhall be ſtanding and growing, provided 
that he or they ſhall not take fo, but that there 
« ſhall be always left by him, or them, to every ſe- 


« veral coppiholder, of whom timber {hall be ſq 


* taken, ſuflicient timber upon his ſeveral coppihold 
„for his necellary ules aforementioned, from time 
64 


LO time,” 


 WesrtTHaLL, or Payone's MANOR, in DtxnToN, was 
formerly a conliderable one, extending into divers 
towns; it was in two parts in 1239; Stephen de 


Brockdiſh granted his part to John de Denton, In 


1256 he claimed to be ſuperior lord of his own fee, 
excluding the carl Marſhall, Who had only the waiſs 
of it in right of the hundred. In 1397 William de 
Wotton had it. In. 1345 Robert de Occolt, and 


then it became joined to the principal part ol the ma- 


nor, which was infeoffed by Bury abbot in the Bigots, 
and by them in the Bois', of Fersfield and pal Ted 
with that manor. In 1346 fir John Howard had it. 
In 1401 Gilbert Franſham was lord; and it was ſoon 
aſter purchaſed by Stephen Payone, of Denton, from 
whom it took its name. The next owner we meet 
with was John Bengys, parſon of Scarning, who re- 
leaſed it to Richard Pykot, and fo it became joined 


to Starllon- hall manor. 


This hike; is dedicated to the Virgin Mary, who 
had her image 1n the chancel, with a light burning 
before it. Doomſday of Norwich tells us, that it was 
valued at thirty-ſix marks, and that the kector had a 
houſe and carucate of land. The Chorography ſays, 

D'2” there 
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there are eighty acres of glebe incloſed and wooded, 
lying round the houſe within itſelf, and hath a 
pretty manor, having about twenty copyholders, and 


fix marks a year quit-rents, the fines being at the will 


of the lord. It ſtands thus in the kings. books: 241. 
Denton rectory, 21. 8s, yearly tenths; conſequently 


pays firſt-fruits, and is capable of augmentation. 


Edward I. granted a prohibition in the 31ſt year of 


his reign, to his chaplain, rector here, that no one 
ſhould moleſt him for non-reſidence.” 


In 15 32 Richard Cornwallis, who was not eleven 
years old, was allowed by the Pope to hold this rec- 


tory in commendam till he was eighteen, and then to 


become rector and be inſtituted. 


In 1605 the rector returned 136 communicants in 
this pariſh; and in 1644 Charles Woodward, A. M. 
of Sidney college, Cambridge, tat. 25, born at Den- 
ton, was ordained deacon, 


In 1714 Matthew Poſtlethwayte, A. M. was pre- 
ſented by Robert Herne, of Denton, patron of this 


turn; he was afterwards rector of Redenhall, and 


archdeacon of Norwich. In 1719 he publiſhed a 


ſermon in quaito, on Acts 26, 9, intitled, The 


moral Impoſſibility of Proteſtant Subjects pre- 
ſerving their Religious or Civil Liberties under 


Popiſh Princes, &c.“ Preached at Norwich ca- 


thedral, Nov. 5, 1718, He was ſucceeded by his ſon, 
the Rev. Mr. John Poſtlethwayte“. 


“ John Poſtlethwayte, A. M. high,or chief mafter of St. 
Paul's ſchool, of Merton college, in Oxford, by will, dated 
Sept, 5, 1713, gave to the archbiſhops of Canterbury, for ever, 
the perpetual adyowſon of the rectory of Denton, in Nr 
7 1 5 whic 
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The archbiſhop of Canterbury is perpetual patron, 


but muſt preſent one that is, or hath formerly been, 
fellow of Merton college, in Oxford. 


In 1750 the Rev. George Sandby, D. D. chancel- 


lor of Norwich, was preſented to this rectory by the 


archbiſhop, and has a handſome ſummer reſidence 
AQ ; 
here. 


The church, chancel, two ailes, and north porch, 
are leaded; the north veſtry is down. At the welt 
end ſtands a low ſquare brick tower, in which there 
are three bells. 


In the church-yard, on the ſouth fide, there are 
memorials for ſeveral of the family of Jay. 


Under this ſtone lieth Robert T ite, gent. who died Feb. 
29, 1737, «tat, 75. — In whom was extinct the male 
line of the family of the Tites, who have flouriſhed 
in the pariſh of Denton from the goth of Henry 


VIII. 1538, as appears by the regiſter books of the 


which he purchaſed of the duke of Norfolk, on condition that 
the archbiſhop ſhould, every vacancy, collate “ ſuch perſons as 
*« ſhall be at thoſe times reſpectively fellows of Merton col- 
lege in Oxford, or ſuch as have been formerly fellows of 
«« the faid college, as their graces ſhall judge fitteſt and moſt 
«© worth,” He gave alſo 200l. for adorning the chancel at 
Denton. The life of this gentleman may be ſeen at large in 


the life of dean Collet, written by Samuel Knight, D. D. and 
publiſhed at London, 1724, Miſcel. No. VI. p. 384, &c. where 


the inſcription deſigned for his monument in St. Auſtin's church, 
London, where he was buried in 1713, with that in this chan- 
cel window, is printed. His character by John Hancock, 
D. D. rector of St. Martin's Lothbury, Lende is in the me- 
morials and characters, witk the lives of eminent and worthy 
perſons, publiſhed in folio at London, 1741, price 11. 6s. 6d. 
in ſheets. He was uncle to the late archdeacon Poſtlethway te, 
rector here, 1 9 
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ſaid pariſh, who have alſo been poſſeſſed of lands in 


the ſame ever ſince the 4th of Edward VI. as appears 
by the ſurvey book of Topcroſt cum Denton, 


The eaſt chancel window is all of painted glaſs, 
the moſt perfect and curious to be ſeen in any country 
village; it contains the arms of Howard, Brotherton, 
Warren, and Mowbray, quartered ; France and Eng- 
land in a garter; Norwich city; Branch and Rede 
impaled; Canterbury ſee impaled with the arms of 
the archbiſhops Morton, Kemp, Sheldon, &c. Will. 
Banniſter de com. Somerſet, armig. Johannes Sturton, 
de Preſton Pluchnet, com. Dorſet, &c. 


In the middle pane is an inſcription to Joannes 
Poſtlethwayte, A. M. 1717. 


In a ſouth chancel window, over the reQory pew, 
are the arms and 


Manfylde. 


There is a mural monument of white marble. 
againſt the north chancel wall, with the creſt, arms, 


and inſcription of Robert Rogerſon, A, M. obijt 
1684. . 


On a black marble in the chancel are the creſt and 
arms of Rogerſon, impaling a lion ramp. between 
three holly leaves. Thomas Rogerſon, A. M. of 
Ampton, in Suffolk, 007% Nov. 2, 1740, lat. 78. 

This gentleman being a nonjuror, reſigned his livin 
of Ampton, and afterwards lived a peaceable, retired 


lite, and died with a fair character; he gave by will 


a moiety of the clear yearly rent of fix acres, lett 


at 51. per ann. towards ſupporting a charity-{chool 
in Dentonf, and if there be no ſuch, to furniſh every 


e 8 V 15 poor 
+ Here is à ſchool now kept,—Blomeficld, 


quarterings of C. le Grys, and 
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poor family with a bible, a Whole Duty of Man, 


and a Chriſtian Monitor, and every poor perſon with 
a common prayer-book ; and the reſt to be diſtri- 
buted in bread every firſt Sunday in the month after 
Divine ſervice, among ſuch poor houſe-keepers only 
as conſtantly keep their church, and frequently re- 
ceive the ſacrament; the profits to be received and 


applied by the rector of Denton for the time being, 


for ever. 


In the nave a braſs to John Gedge, who was bu- 


ried Nov. 24, 1621, aged 87. | 


Here are alſo grave-ſtones for the families of Her- 
vey, Love, Randall, Thompſon, &c. ; 

The north porch hath a ſtone arch, and a chamber 
over it, with ſeveral carvings in ſtone, of the Reſur- 
rection, the Salutation, the Laſt Judgment, and our 
Saviour walking on the water, 

It appears by the Terrier, that the rector receives 
divers portions of tithes from Earſham, Bedingham, 
and Aldburgh, in which laſt village there is a meadow 
belonging to Denton pariſh; there are ſeven acres 
and a half of town lands to repair the church; a 
Pightle, called charitable-uſe pightle, of 20s. a year, 
for the uſe of the poor, which was given by Mr. John 
Porter, formerly rector. Robert Rogerſon, rector, by 
his will, dated 1713, gave a piece of land, inter- 
mixed with the glebe, for the augmentation of the 
rectory for ever. 


In 169g Sarah Bidbank gave 8s. per ann, to buy 
bibles, to be given away at Eaſter by the church- 
Wardens, | | 
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Mr. Warnes gave 20s. per ann. to the poor. la- 
borers of Denton, which is now paid by the treaſu- 
ler of the boys hoſpital, in Norwich, 


EARSHAM, or ErxtsHam, wrote Herſham in 
Doomſday-book, was the chief manor of the hundred, 
and belonged to Stigand the archbiſhop at the Con- 
feſlor's ſurvey, when it was worth 111, being then a 
mile and a half long, a mile broad, and paid 6d. to 
the gelt, or tax. At the conquelt it belonged to the 
Conqueror, who committed the management of it to 
William de Noiers. The ſoc and fac belonged to it, 
and the whole was riſen to 40l. value. e 


From the time it was granted to the Norfolk fa- 7 5 
mily. along with the half hundred, from the crown, 1 
it paſſed with Forncet manor, the duke of Norfelk WY 
| being lord of the manor and hundred, and owner of 1 
| the park here, which is now diſparked, though im e 
WM the 35thof Edward I. it was well ſtocked, and be- = 1 
longed to the lodge, or manor-houſe, which had 286 wo 
acres in demeſne, ſixteen acres of meadow, and the bo 
hall dykes, or fiſhery, a water-mill, and many woods 5 


and fens*; all which were kept for the uſe of the fa- 
mily of Roger Bigot, then lord, who chiefly reſided 


at his adjacent caſtle of Bungay, in Suffolk. 
There was a manor here, which formerly belonged F 
| to William de Fraxineto, or Freney, who gave the 1 
| tithes of the demeſnes of it to che monks at Caſtle 
Acre; it after came to Roger de Glanvile, who con- 
| firmed that donation, as did Simon biſhop of Nor- 
3 | wich 


* In 1652 the commiſſion of ſewers found 418 acres of low 
ground fubje& to be damaged by inundations, valued at above 
3301. and fo paid 131. 1os. 7d. towards the repair of the ſea 
breach between Loweſtoft, and Kirkley, in Suffolk; and an- 
clently we find many legacies left to repair Earſnam dam, 


E A R 8 H A M. 37 


MT wich in 1265 ; but it was extinguiſhed, or was joined 


to the other manor, 


The church 1s dedicated to All Saints, Norwich 


4 Doomſday-book tell us, the rector had then a houſe 
and forty acres of land, and now hath about thirty- 
WE ſeven acres; it was firſt valued at twenty-four, and 
XZ aſter at "thirty marks. It is incapable of augmentation, 


and ſo conſequently pays firſt-fruits and yearly tenths, 


and ſtands thus in the king's books: 1 * Earſham 
rectory.— 11. 108. tenths. 


John Wace, rector, was buried in 1302, and gave a 


. piece of alder-carr to repair the church, and a piece 
b in North Meadow towards paying the town charges 
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for evermore. 


queen 3 5 2s a marricd prieſt, ad Ta Cum- 
| breford, S. T. B. was inſtituted, who reſigned in 1558 
to Alan Percy, brother to Ann countels of Arundel, 


In 160g the rector returned anſwer that there 
were 260 communicants in this PREY: 


Nicholas 0 A. B. was 5 ed | in 1643 by 
che earl of Mancheſter, but lived to be reſtored, and 
died April 19. 1671. 


In 1717 John Anſlis, eſq. garter principal king at 
arms preſented; and in 1746 the Rev. Mr. John 
Burcham was preſented by his father, Mr. Daniel 
Burcham, who purchaſed this turn of Mr. Ganning, 


oh | and who was ſaid to have purchaſed the advowſon of 


= the aſſignee of the late duke of Norfolk. 


FE 
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impaling arg. in a burdure ingrailed, a lion ramp. ſab, 


fir Edward Ward, hart. of Bixley, in this county, has 
_ cauſed this monument to be eretted, 


The church ſtands on an old encampment; which oY 
by its oval form ſeems to have been a work of the 
Danes, or Saxons, The tower is ſquare, and hath 5 | 
three bells; the nave, chancel, and ſouth porch are 
tiled, and the north porch is leaded, 4 


A mural monument in the chancel, on the ſouth 
ſide, by the altar, to William Lamb, gent. objit 20 
Aug. 1724, 4%. at. fue 34. with the arms of Lamb, 


Under this monument lies a flat black marble for 
fir Thomas Barker, knt. who died Aug. 22, 1688, 
with the arms of Barker, 5 


In the altar rails, on black marbles, —M. $. 
hannes filius ſecundus, Fohannes filius tertius Fohannis 
Buxton de GChannonz in prima ælate obierunt, el hac ſepe- 


liunter; fato gil aller menſe 7 unij, e alter Maij, 
1712. 


Robert Gooch, of Earſham, eſq. ob. 2 Apr. 165 5, at, 
53. Ann, daughter of Leonard and Dorothy Gooch, ob. 
29 Dec. 1692. Leonard Gooch, gent. ob. 10 Jan. 
1686, 3 the arms of Gooch, 


Dorothy, wife of E Gooch, gent. one of the 
daughters of Richard Catlyn, of Kirby, eg. ob. 19 June, 
1685, &t. 43.—Gooch impales Catlyn. 


On a monument againſt the north wal In me- 
moria elerna erunt juſli. Robert Gooch, late of this 
town, eſq. who died Sept. 29, 1704, aged 76. To 
whoſe memory his niece, Dame Barbara Ward, wife of 


On 
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On braſſes by the chancel door. Hic jacet Sinon 


che T7 rokmerton, ſecundus filtus fohanns Throkmerton, nu— 
alh 1 per de South Elmham, in comilalu Suffolcie, qu fuit ſe- 
are Mundus filius Thome T hrokmerton, nuper de Throkmerton, 
i in comilalu Wygorne, obijt decimo die Juli), 4% Dm. 
— Wo*.ccccc.xxvi1*. 
ath | 
20 The eſtate formerly the Throgmertons, was after- 
1b, Y wards the Gooches, and then the Buxtons, on which 
MW 
ib. 9 Ich Buxton, elq. built the preſent houſe, called 
Hip I 0 pa 
- = Farſham- lodge, or hall, and afterwards ſold it to 
Or. Nj | colonel William Wyndham, who 1s interred under 
8 
* 


{ the altar, and it is now, the feat of the Wyndhams; 
William Wyndham, elq. is the preſent lord, and 
reſides at his ſeat here, of which a view, taken by 


0— 5 Mr. Butcher, of of Bungay, is given with this work. 

. Ek m— 

iS 

2 MENDH AM comprehends in it Needham, Shot- 
„, ford, and Metheld. 


Nrkphau, or NEDHAM, adjoins eaſt to Brockdiſh, 
on the great road, and was originally a hamlet and 
chapelry to Mendham, which is a very extenſive 
place. The pariſh church flands juſt over the river, 
and fo is in Suffolk; but this hamlet and the adjacent 
part between it and the pariſh church, on the Norfolk 
ide, were no leſs than two miles and five furlongs 
long. and ſeven furlongs broad, at the Conqueror's 
ſurvey, and paid 7d. to the gelt, or tax; and the 
part on the Norfolk fide (excluſive of the bounds of 
this ancient hamlet) was called Shot ford, or the part 

at the ford, (over which there is a good brick bridge 
built, called Shotford- bridge, at this day) and for 
many ages had a rector preſented to it, who ſerved in 
the church of Mendham, by the name of the rector 
of Shotford portion, in Mendham. Part of Herol- 
veſton, or Harleſton, then belonged to Mendham; 
and now that part oppoſite the ſouth fide of the chapel. 
Mendham 


4 
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i Mendham pariſh church is dedicated to All Saints, 

\þ | and was originally a reQory, one turn of which was | F 
ii in fir William de Huntingheld, founder of the priory | 4 if: 
1 beoere, to which he gave it, and the other in fir Tho- 
Np mas de Necdham, who gave it to the prior and con- 3 | 
it vent of the Holy Trinity at Ipſwich, to which it was 1 
appropriated by Thomas de Blundeville, biſhop of 1 


Norwich, in 1227, when the vicarage was ſettled: 
and the firſt vicar here was preſented by the prior of 
Ipſwich. The account of this church in Norwich 
Doomſday-book is thus: The prior of the Holy 5 

Trinity of Ipſwich hath the moiety of the church of h 
Mendham appropriated to his convent, and hath a 
houſe and two carucates of land, and receives the 
tithes of the demeſnes of fir Thomas de Nedhan ; 
this was valued formerly at fifteen marks. The 
prior of Mendham hath the other moicty, and re- 
ceives the tithes of fir William de Huntingfield, and 
his moiety is valued at ten marks. Sir Thomas de 
Clare is patron of the third part, which the vicar 7 
holds of the fee of Cockfield, and is valued at five 
marks.“ 


4 


The chapel of St. Pater at Needham was in all 
| probability founded by fir Thomas de Needham, for 
li | his own tenants, and being ſo far from the mother 
| church of Mendham, was made parochial, and hath 7 
ſeparate bounds, officers, adminiſtration of ſacra- 
ments, and burial; tis under the epiſcopal, but ex- 
empt from the archidiaconal juriſdiction; for it pays 
neither ſynodals, procurations, nor Peter- pence; but 
the two medieties were in Mendham church, and not 
in this e 
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+ A houſe and land was ſettled in 2 on the priory of 
Ipſwich, by William de Arches, and Eve, his wife, with half 
à carucate of land, and a manor thereto. belonging in Mend- 
ham, called Whitendon, 
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In 1329 a perpetual compoſition and agreement 
* made between the pariſhioners of the mother 
Burch of Mendham, and thoſe of the chapel of 
A leedham, by which, in lieu of all reparations and 
Mues to the pariſh of Mendham, they agreed to pay 


on- 1 8d, every Ealter- day, towards the repairs of Mend- 
was 1 am church. as an acknowledgement that they were 

of nn embers of it. 

df: . 

of 7h In 1411 the pariſhioners of Needham complained 

ch Ro pope John XXIII. that their chapel was not well 
ly ſerved, though the prior of Mendham was well paid 
of. his tithes; upon which a bull, directed to the biſhop 
4 i of Norwich, iſſued, commanding him to oblige the 
ie prior of Mendham to find, and give ſecurity to him, 


5 hat that convent would always find a parocial chap- 
e lain reſident in Needham, well and duly to ſerve the 
_ 1 chapel there; and ever ſince the impropriator of 


d "ZMendham nominates the pariſh chaplain. 

1 

r Lh In 160g i it was returned that there were 220 com- 

: þ municants, and that it was an impropriation, the 
> herbages being reſerved for the maintenance of the 
5 wminiſter who Hah now the vicarial tithes, amount- 
. ing to about 141. per ann. for which it is {ſerved once 
> a fortnight. The Rev. John Stockdale was e 
1 to this curacy in 1764. 
„ 


Is The ſteeple i is round at bottom. = hs at 
top, and hath four bells in it; the ſouth porch and 


Ti nave are tiled, 


. There are ſeveral ſtones, but none with inſcriptions 
1 7 on chem, all their braſſes being reaved. 


be chancel was wholly rebuilt in 1735, of brick, 
and titled, (chough leſs than the old one was) by Wil- 


liam 
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liam Freſton, eſq. of Mendham, who is interred in 


9 1 
Earſham over all the Norfolk part of Mendham. 


| George Herring, of Norwich“ 


the carl's manor of Sileham, from which it was ſepa- 
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1 


it, for n is a mural monument on the fourh 7 
fide, with his arms, impaling Kedington, and an 


om, wt He died October 26, 1739, aged 55. 


This chapelry hath a lect held in it by the duke] i 9 
of Norfolk's ſteward, it being in his grace's liberty, | A 
who is lord paramount in right of bs hundred off 


In 1285 Roger Bigot, then lord of the SUITES, bad | 
free-warren allow ed bim here. ; 


* 


The abbot and convent of Sibton, in Suffolk, had 9 1 
a fiſhery, and water-mill. called Fryer's-mill, in this 
place, which was lett with their grainge and manor 


of Weybrede, in Suffolk, which in 1611 belonged to 


This hamlet originally belonged to the abbot of | 
Bury, and was inſcoffed by Frodo at the conqueſt, | 
whoſe deſcendents took the firname of Nedham, | I 
and, contrary to the common rule, gave their name 
to this place: It ſhould ſeem that the family extin- 
guiſhed in ſeveral heireſſes, by the many parts or 


manors it was divided into; and now there are four 


manors ſtill ſubſiſting here, 255 


r TY 
«Ae? , 
1 . 


The 6rft 18 a very ſmall One, called SILFHAM Cos 9 6 
Ts, Ex Parte Norfolk, and was originally part f 


rated, and now belongs to James Brantby, eſq. ol 
Shottiſham, in Henſtead hundred, 


The 


na The Convent of Redlingfield, in Suffolk, had luida here, $ 


taxed at 2s. Gd. and the monattery of St. Faith at Horſham MW 


land was taxed at 45. 
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The ſecond is called Dtxison's, or Dxxsrod's 


"IH Maxon; this was given to the priory of Mendham, 
to which it belonged till its difiolution, 


This monaſtery was founded in the time of king 


Stephen by William de Huntingheld, who gave the 
= whole iſle of Mendham, called Medenham, or the 
Village of Mcadows, to the monks of Caſtle Acre, 


on condition they ſhould erect a church of ſlone, and 
build a convent by it, and place at leaſt eight of their 
monks there, in the place called Hurſt, or Bruninſhurſt, 
being then a woody iſle on the Suſſex fide of the 
river: accordingly, monks being placed there, the 
founder ordered that they ſhould be ſubject to Caſtle 
Acre monks, as a cell to that houſe, in the ſame man- 
ner as Caſtle Acre itſelf was to the monaftery of St. 
Pancras, at Lewes, in Suſſex, and that to the 
church of Cluni, or Clugny, in France: but after 


the death of the founder, the prior of Caſtle Acre co- 


venanted with Roger de Huntingheld, his ſon, (who 
was alſo a great benefaQor) to maintain at leaſt eight 
monks at Mendham, and not to depoſe the prior there, 
unlels for diſobedience, incontinence, or dilapida- 
tions of the houſe. ON 


9 


Their founder gave the whole ifland of St. Mary 


of Mendham, with Ulveſhage, and the grainges 


there, and many other lands, rents, and homages, 
and all his lands in Crocheſtune, or Croxton, and his 
homagers there, which were all to be employed by the 
prior, to the maintenance of Mendham monks, ex- 
cept half a mark of ſilver to be paid yearly to the 
priory of Caſtle Acre, as an acknowledgement of 
their depending as a cell to that monaſtery : he gave 
them allo St. Margaret's church at Linſtead, and St. 
Peter's there ; the moiety of the church of Trideling, 

aud 
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and pere lands, together with all his right in the TE 
church of Mendham. . 


In 1386 fir Robert de gelingen, knt. ſir 8 9 1 
Bois, knt. &c. ſettled the patronage of this monaſlery 7H 
on Iſabel counteſs of Suffolk, 1 


This Fouls and all its revenues were given by 

| Henry VIII. together with the lands of the diſſolved 
priories of Ankerwick, in Lincolnſhire, and Little 
Marlow, in Buckinghamſhire, to the then newly re- 
ſtored monaſtery at Biſham, or Butleſham, in Berk- 
ſhire, in 1337, by way of augmentation, to the va- 


if 5 ue of 661]. 145. gd. per ann. for the maintenance of 
5 an abbot and thirteen monks of the Benedictine or- 
1 der; but that monaſtery was ſhort-lived, and ſoon 

4 fell; and this houſe, &c. in 1539 was granted to 
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| | oats berker duke of Suffolk, and with it this manor of 


| Denſton, which (in the 2d and gd of Philip and | 
\\ Mary) was conveyed to Richard Freſton, eſq. and it } 
1 continued in his family ſome time; it now (Blome- 
5 field) belongs to the Bacons. 3 
5 FE 
1 The prior was taxed ſor all his temporals in Mend- 
ill | ham, on the Norfolk fide, at 4l, 128. 11d, 

if 2 
i The third Manor is called Bourr's, and. was owned 
=. by Daniel Bourt in 1545, and after by John le Strange. 
Ul F and Thomas de Hales, who held it at half a fee of 
lf the heirs of Roger de Huntingfield ; it after belonged 
| to the Grices, of Brockdiſh. In 1600 Thomas Paw- 


Da” 


- — 


| | let, eſq. conveyed it to Thomas Leigh and John 
| | __ Godfrey; it now belongs to the heirs of Schutz, 
x. eſq. who married the only ſiſter and heireſs of the 
1 late ſir Edmund Bacon, bart. of Gillingham. 
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The fourth manor is called Gunſhaws, which for— 
werly belonged to the Heylocks, and was purchaſed 
of the Witemans by Mr. Stiles, of Coddenham, It 
was ſince owned by Mr, Nunn, of Southwold, in 


Suffolk. 


To this hamlet joins the aforeſaid portion of 
Mendham, called Snorronnd, or ScoTorokD, in 
Mendham, which contains two manors, called Whit- 
endon's, or the White-hills, and Semearec's, each of 
which originally preſented alternately to the portion, 
Shotford, in Mendham church. The patronage was 
in the de Inghams, and afterwards 1n lord Strange, of 
Knockyn, till 1350; after which ſir Miles Stapleton, 
Ent. having the whole advowſon, gave it to Mend— 
ham priory ; aud on the gd of July, 1385, it was ap— 
propriated to the monaſtery of the Bleſſed Virgin 
Mary, at Mendham, and no vicarage ordained, fo 
that the prior received all tithes whatever of the whole 


portion, paying a penſion of 6s. Sd. yearly to the 


biſhop, and finding a chaplam to perform a third 


| part of the ſervice in Mendham church; which ſer— 


vice was aſter turned into that of a chantry prieſt, 
who was to officiate in St. Mary's chapel, on the 
eaſt ſide of Mendham church-yard; and that ſervice 
ceaſed in the time of Edward VI. and the chapel was 


granted by the crown into lay hands, and is now uſed 
as a malthouſe. 


The Maxor of Szwene's at the Conqueror's ſur- 
vey belonged to Roger of Poictou, third ſon of Roger 
de Montgomery, carl of Arundel, and was held | in 
the Confellor's time by a free-man, named Ultriz; * 
was then valued at 10s. and after at 20s. It divided : 
into two parts, one belonged in 1311 to fir Edinund 
de Sancto-Mauro, or Seymore, knt. from which fa- 
Bally it took its name, It appears that in 1291 John 


Ws | E 0 


46 
de Brampton held the other part of Elizabeth de Ing- 
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ham, at half a fee, and it chen divided, the one half 
continuing in the Iughams; and it paſſed with that 
family till fir Miles Stapleton gave it to Mendham 
priory, when it became joined to Denſton's, in Need- 
ham The other part, now Semere's manor, was fold 
to fir John Wingfield, by Laurence de Seymore; and 
in 1349 John Garlek conveyed his third parts of Sile- 
ham, Earſham, and this manor, and their advowſon. 
to him. In 1401 Edward Hales was lord. In 1551 
it was fold to Henry Floteman, and then paſſed to 
the late John Kerrich, of Bury, M. D. 


 Watrtxpox's, or WichrxDox's Manok, belonged 


to Humfrey, a free-man of Edric's, in the Conſeſſor's 


time; and to Robert Malet, lord of the honor ot 


Eye, in the Conqueror's; it aſter belonged to a fa- 


mily ſirnamed de Arcubus; and in i206 William 


de Arches gave it to the priory of the Holy Trinity 


at Ipſwich, in which houſe it continued till its diſ- 
ſolution, When it came to the crown; and in the 1ſt 


of Edward VI. 1546, he granted the advowlon of 


Sileham, and its appurtenances, this manor of Wich- 
endon, and all the tithes and glebes in Mendham, 
Needham, and Metheld, late in the tenure of Richard 
Freſton, eſq. to the ſaid Richard, and his heirs, who 
upon this grant came and ſettled in the manor-houſe 
here, and his deſcendents have continued in it to this 
time. This Richard in 1334 appears to be treaſurer, 


and a great favourite of Charles Brandon, duke of 
Suffolk, and an intimate acquaintance of fir Robert 


Buddes, who was maſter of Wingfield college, and 


chaplain to his grace; and it was by his intereſt that 
he obtained ſeveral great grants from the crown; 
among which, he had Denſton's manor in Needham, 


and many lands belonging to Mendham priory; he 
Was — knighted, and lies buried with Dame 
- | Ann 
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Ann Coke, his wiſe, in Mendham chancel, for whom 
there is a monument againſt the eaſt part of the north 
wall, with the arms of Freſton impaling Coke, which 
ſhews that he out-lived his wife; he died in 1337, 
and was ſucceeded by Richard, his ſon and heir, who 
married Cecily, daughter of Thomas Felton, eſq, 
ſhe died Sept. 6, 1615, and lies buried m the chan- 


cel, under a ſtone, on which is her effigy, and an in- 
E-1 {cription in Roman capitals, on brals plates. 
7 An adjoining ſtone hath the arms of Freſton, with 
il a mullet, impaling Felton, and his image in brals; 
Hh Richard Frelton, eſq. died Nov. 27, 1616. 
3 I, William Freſton, eſq. their eldeſt ſon, inherited; 
"I and in 1620 ſettled the manor on Alban Pigot, efq. 
® with the patronage of Needham chapel; and in the 
15 lame year fir Robert Heath, knt. recovered it againſt 
. Pigot, and conveyed it to Freſton again; he died 
L {von after, and Richard, his brother, inherited, and 
7 died ſeiſed of this and Denſton's manor in 1634; he 
5 is buried under a ſtone in the chancel, with his creſt 
8 and arms, and on a braſs plate this: —Animam Crea- 
: 2 £10 tort, marmoreo -preſent? monumento, Ricardus Freſtun 
"9s (dum wixi!, in Agro Morſolcienſi, armiger) corporus reli: 


quias, amis omnibus ſui deſidertum, 20 Dec, A. D. 

1634. reliquit, non procul a cujus dextra, pater, matergue 
ejus requieſcunt, Filam wixit ſumma cum pietate, tum 

morum probilate, laudabilem amicitiam magna cum ſince- 

r1:ate coluit. 


By this lies a ſtone with Freſton's arms lingle, in 
memory of his ſon, Richard, obijt 14 Agi, 1648. 


Here are ſeveral other mural monuments in me- 
mory of this family. 


e 5 Penelope 
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pe, late wiſe of John Smith, 


ar. 
Warble lies jn the altar rails, 
Smith im Paling Freſton. 


Ent. the 


* In 135g 
ir John de Huntingfield held thoſe manors; 
03 It was Preſented that Willia 
the river 


of Cratfield, 
m 1681, @; 


vw 
3 
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then were granted to Charles Brandon, duke of Suf- 
folk, by Henry VIII. in 1540, along with the leet of 


Methfield, and the mayor of MENDHAM PRrioky, which 
was given to it by its founder. They after belonged 
to the Freſtons; and in 1551 Richard Freſton was 


lord. 


In 1619 fir Thomas Holland, of Quidenbam, knt. 


ſold to Edward Ward, of Mendham, in Suffolk. eſq. 


the ſcite of Mendham priory manor, now called 
Mendham-hall, &c. King's-hall meadow, &c. the park, 
the manor of Mendham-hall, &c. with the leets there- 
to belonging, ſituate in Mendham, Witherſdale, and 
Waybrene, all which he purchaſed of Anthony Gol- 
nold, of Clopton, eſq. &c. together with the fiſhery 
in the river Wayveneth, It came afterwards to the 
Baxters, and thence to. the Gardiners, of Norwich; 
it was fold by Richard Berney, eſq. recorder of Nor- 


wich, executor to Stephen Gardiner, eſq. late re- 
corder there, to the Rev. Mr. Thomas Whitaker, 


late rector of Freſingfield. They have a leet here, 
and another in Metfield, belonging to them; they 


give dower, and the eldeſt ſon is heir. 


There are ſeveral memorials relating to the Baxters 
in this church. 8 


On a neat mural monument are the arms God- 
bold, -M. S. V. Cmi. D. Gulielmi Godbold, militts, ex 
illuſtri et per,antiqua proſapia oriundi, qui poſt ſeptennem 
peregrmationem, animi excolendi gratia, per Haliam, 
Grecium, Palæſtinam, &c. in ſolo natali in bonarum lite- 


rarum ſtudijs conſeneſcens, morte repentina obijt Londini, 


menſe Aprilts &. mpexciu, etatts Lx1x*, Hoc monu- 
mentum dęſignauit vir integerrimus, et fincere probitatis ex- 


emplar, Thomas Baxter generoſus, quem teflamenti ſut cu- 


ratorem inſtituit; ipſo autem Thoma, morte ſubitanea per- 
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empto, collaþſo ſuper erm equo, noble intempeſiiva et tene- 
broſa. II calendas Septemb. mycxc. Franciſcus Gardt- 
ner de cauitate Norwicenſe, armiger, ejuſdem Thome Bax- 
ter, fororis maritus, e teſtament curator, poſutt, 


Baxter ing DE e. Eliꝛahetha. filia Thome 
Dey, de inſula, ſive Eay in ee f armigert, uxor 
Thome Baxter, de Mendham, in eodem agro, gener of, 
obijt 27 Dec. 1681. 


The next manor here 1s extied Wine Shank, 
from Gilbert de Walſham, who held it of the abbot 


of Bury in che time of Richard I. at one fee; and 
lately it belonged to the Hobarts, who lived in the 


ſcite of it till Anthony Hobart, gent. fold it to Mr, 
Robert Branſby, fenior, of Shottifham, who ſold it to 
Mrs. Sarah Wogan, wife of the Rev. Mr. erin Hs 
rector of Freſingfield. 


Hobart. 


On a ſtone at the eaſt end of the nave, part of 
which is covered by a eat, James Hobart, . Au- 
guſt 20, 1669. 


Reset theſe there are ſeveral memorials for others 


of this family, 

There is an vey manor, or free-tenement, called 
Midleton-Hall, in this town, which belongs to Mrs. 
Whitaker, and is a good old ſeat ; here Richard de 
Midleton lived in 1373. This family continued here 
a long time. In 1438 Henry Reppes, of Mendham, 
died feifed of it; and in 1562 Richard Whetley, 
rector of Homerefield, leaſed his rectory to Baſſing- 
bourn a Fg of Midleton-Hall, in Mendham, efq. 


by 


In the . on à braſs. plate, the arms of 


. 51 


by whom it was ſold, and ſo became joined to the 


other manors. 


There is an ancient ſeat here, called Oaken-Hill, 
but no manot) in which che family of the Batemans 
have reſided ever ſince che time of William Bateman, 
biſhop of Norwich. William Bateman, gent. of 
Mendham, lately dwelt chere. Moſt of this family 
have had the Chrillian name of William ever ſince 
the biſhop's time. 


Mendham church is a good building, with a ſquare 
tower and five bells, having a nave, two ailes, and 
ſouth porch, leaded, and chancel tiled, in which are 
ſeveral memorials, belides thoſe already taken notice 


of, 9 5 


In the north aile window, France and England in 
a bordure, gul. impaling or, an eagle diſplayed ſab. 
quartering Morley. 


On a mural monument againſt the north chancel 
wall, -In medio-hujus-ce templi tramite, Juxta Cineres 
matris ſue hietiſſimæ, Theop. Rant, ſuos eliam voluit de- 
boni Freſtonus Rant, armiger, cum quo una fepeltuntur 
urbanitas, el ſuaviſſima facetiarum copia, cum quo una 
abribiuntur diliſſima placendi vena, animuſque arthorts 
amicitie neceſſutudint accomodatus, hoc juvene adempto, vix 
allerum reperies, aut literarum ſcientia præcellentiorem aut 
humanitate parem, cum diſficilem legis Angliæ dodrmam, 
univerſam fere quinquennium apud hoſpitium Grayenſe 


Audio ſane laudabili proſecutus eſt, acerba ſuis, lufluoſa 
ſodalibus, gravis omnibus, labort vitæque mors nem im- 


poſuit 23 Sept. 4. 1728, at. ſuæ 29% Et luctus & 
pielatus monumentum, pater ſuus amantiſſimus, Facobus 


Rant, armiger, hoc marmor poſuit. 


14 ö James 
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James Rant, eſq. his father, is ſince dead, and bu- 
ried by him; and William Rant, eſq. his only ſurvi- 

ving ſon, lived | in Mendham prioty, which is ſitua- 
ted juſt by the river Waveney, about live ſurlongs 
ſouth-weſt of the church, where there is a good old 
chapel ſtill left, which is kept clean and neat, but 
there is no manor remaining with the ſcite. 


In the chancel, —Fames Tirrel, eſq. May 22, 16 56, 
48. i ; 


In the church-yard is a memorial for Foliannis 
Rerrich, cleric redtoris de Sternefield, in comitatu Su fol-; 


ae, ob, 14 Maij, A. D. 1695, et. 287, —and for others 
of his family. 


In 1469 Walter Nyche, or Neech, of Meodham, 
was buried in All Saints church there: he owned an 
eſtate here, which had continued many generations 
in his family. In 1610, Jan, 21, Ann Neech mar- 
ried William Bateman, gent. to whoſe family the 
eſtate now belongs: 


The vicarage ſtands in the king's books at 31. 38. 
2d. ob. and being {worn of the clear yearly value of 
231. 45, 7d. is capable of augmentation, and was aug- 
mented accordingly by the Rev. Mr. Whitaker, late 


rector of Freſingheld, the patron, who preſented his 
nephew, the Rev. Mr. Thomas Whitaker, to this vi- 


carage, who was patron allo in 1764. —Vie Kirby. 


In 1228 the firſt vicar was preſented by the prior 


of Ipſwich, as were all the ſucceeding vicars to the 
diſſolution, 


MeveritiD, or METFIELD, or the Field by the 


Meadows, is alſo another hamlet and parochial 
chapel 


— 
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chapel of Mendham, the great tithes of which be- 


long to the impropriator there, who nominates and 


pays the ſtipendiary chaplain, The Rev. Mr. John 


Mendham, vicar of Weybrede, had it in Mr. Blome- 


@ field's time, and we are informed there is a good 


W houle and glebe given to the ſerving miniſter ſince 
che reformation. 


The chapel is dedicated to St. John the Baptiſt, 


15 and hath a {quare tower, clock, and three bells; the 
W ſouth porch, nave, and chancel, are leaded. 


There is a ſtone for Francis Smallpeece, eſq. ſon 


and heir of Thomas Smallpeece, eſq, and Ann, his u if, 


1652, — with his arms. 


This hamlet is of chief remark, being the ancient 
ſeat of the Jermys. | 


It ſeems this manor, called METETIEL D, in Mend- 
ham, was anciently of the fee of the abbot of St. 
Bennet at Holme, of whom it was held in the time 


of Richard I. at half a fee, by Hugh Burd ; after 


which it was eſcheated to the crown, and was granted 
to Thomas de Brotherton, ſon to Edward I. who 
married Alice, daughter of fir Roger Hales, of Har- 
wich, knt. whole ſiſter, Joan, mariied fir John Germyn, 
or Jermy, knut, and in 1325 the ſaid Thomas con- 
veyed to his brother-in-law, fir John Jermy, kat. two 

parts of this manor, and the third part to his wife, 
for the aſſignment of her dower. In 1428 fir John 
Jermy, knt. owned this, and rebuilt this church and 
manor-houſe, where he placed the matches of his fi- 
mily iu the windows, and his own arms are carved 
ſeveral times on the timber of the roof, and are ſtill 
in ſeveral windows, and in ſtone on the font; he died 
in 1487, and was buried at che north-caſt corner of 


the 


* 


| 5 


i 
' 
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the chancel; his inſcription was cut in old text letters 
on his ſtone, but it is ſo worn and broken, that little 
of it remains. 


From a younger branch deſcended the Jermys of 
Bay field, in Holt hundred; and John Jermy, eſq. of 
the eldeſt, continued the family at Methield, and lies 
buried in the chancel, by his grandfather, with a braſs 
plate on his ſtone ; cb1j: Jan. 14, 1504, with the arms 
of Jermy and Hopton. 


Sir John Jermy, of Metfield, and Brightweell, 
knight of the bath, was his grandſon, 


An alar-tomb at the north eu cörner of this 
chancel, with the arms of Jermy, and this :—Thomas 
Jarmy, eq. ſonne and heire of fir Thomas Jarniy, knight 
of the honorable order of the Bath, Dec. 21, 1632. 


Since W time the manor hath been ſold from 
the family, and paſſed to Walter Plommer, eſq. 


We have ſcen an account, which ſays, „that 
more gentlemen kept coaches in Mendham than in 
any place in Suffolk, and that in 1642 many cava- 
liers in theſe parts raiſed a ſum for the king; among 
which, in this town, Richard Baxter, gent. 1070 3ol. 
Robert Harper, gol. William Bateman, ſenior, 10l. 
James Terrold, gent. 101. William Jacob, 20l. Wil- 
liam Herring, gl. &c. Thomas Jermy, eſq. 201, An- 
_— Freſton, gent. 31.” 


In the time of Charles 31; fr William: Godbould 
lived here, and colonel John Hobart; and Edward 


Ward, elq. juſtice of the peace, in the time of 
James IX. 


PULHAM, 
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5 marks, ane 
"BY il . is an andiſcharged living, and 48 ſuch, 
pays Arſt fruits and yearly tenths, and is capable 0 
1 augmentation. It ſtands thus in the kings hooks — 
5 36l. 0s. $4, —Pulbam rectory, —3)* | $4, tenths. 
2 The Chorography of Norfolk hath this: | To the 
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which the king ſpoiled the woods and parks of the 
biſhopric, and applied to the pope. In 1259 he was 
made biſhop of London, being then chancellor of 
England, chamberlain of Gaſcoigne, dean of Tot— 
tenhall and St. Martin's, and rector here. In 1238 
he refuſed the biſhopric of Wincheſter, He was 


twice embaſſador into France, and dying July 13, 
1261, was buried! in his cathedral. 


Sir Sire de Walpole died rector here in 1 331, 
and lies interred in che chancel, under a ſtone, which 
hath the following inſcription in Saxon characters, 
with a croſs on a lion paſſant, and Jeſus Salvator in 
a cypher: Hic jacet Donimus Simon de Walpol, quon- 


dam redlor zſtius eccleſee, 997 anime propicietur Deus, or 
Amen. "hy 

) god od oro: i b 
Thimay Liſle, or Ide biſhop of Ely, diſobliging 4 
the king, in 1354. had a writ of Ne exeas Regnum R 


ſent him, commanding him in forfeiture of all that 
he could forfeit to the king to ſtay in England, and 
come in perſon to the parliament, which he had re- 
Fuſed to do, and therefore the king ſeized this advow- 
fon; and on the vacancy of this rectory, about 1337. 
gave it to William de Wykham, who was parſon of 15 
St. Martin's, in London, then dean of St. Martin le In 
Grand, ſucceſſively archdeacon of Lincoln, North- 3 
ampton, and Buckingham: beſides theſe ecclefiaſti- 8 
cal preferments, the provoſtſhip of Wells, a number . 
ol benefices, and twelve prebends, in ſeveral churches, 
he held many temporal offices, as the. ſecretaryſhip, 
the keeping of the privy ſeal, the maſterſhip of wards, 8 
the treaſurerſhip of the king's revenues in France, and 3 
divers others; but the yearly revenues of his ſpiri- VF 
tual promotions only, as they were then rated in the 
king's books, amounted unto 876l. 138. 4d. In 
13 1350 he was profecuted in the pope's conſiſtory at 

Rome, 
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Rome, for illegally holding this peneßer with ſo many 
chat had cure of ſouls, but to no purpole; for Ed- 
W ward III. who gave it him, and. did every thing for 
him he defired, immediately confirmed it by patent 
under the great ſeal to be held in commendam for life. 

with all his other preferments; he was conſecrated 
W biſhop of Wincheſter in 1376, and was chancellor 
WT of England; he was founder of New College, in Ox- 

ford. and died in 1404. 


In 1463 fir Thomas Howes, redor, chaplain to ſir 
John Faſtolf, knight of the garter, was preſented by 
| William Grey, biſhop: of Ely : this man was one of fir 
John's executors, and had much money to be laid 
out about the repairs and ornaments of churches, and 
other religious places, in all, about 4000 marks; 
with part of it he repaired this church and chancel, 

and in a ſouth window there he put up the elligy of 
tr John Faſtolf, in his coat armour, gilt, very fair, 
with his creſt, and ſupporters, Faſtolf impaling Tip- 
toft, over Millecent, daughter of fir Robert Tiptofr, 

knt. his wiſe, whoſe effigy, in a mantle of her coat 
armour; was in the ſame window, kneeling in the 
_ oppoſite pane, and underneath an inſcription, now. de- 
laced. 


In 1565 John Crane was the firſt that preſented i in 
rite of the crown, where the patronage remains at. 
this time; his ſucceſſor in 1603 returned anſwer; 
„ that though Pulham Magdalen was only a chapel 
of eaſe to Pulham St. Mary the Virgin, yet they 
were leparaic pariſhes, and that there were 286 com- 
municants in St. Mary's, and 282 in St. Mary Mag- 
dalen's 12 8355 


In 1717 Nicholas 1 was rector here, and 
afterwards died billop of Exeter. 


In 
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concerned in tranſlating the notes for Mr. Pope's 


the reQory of Pulham St. Mary, with the chapel of 


{mall chapel, now uſed for a ſchool-room, which 


HUNDRED O F 


In 1728 William Broome, L. L. D. had this rec. 
tory, and held it till his death; he was a learned 
man, eſpecially in the Greek language, being chiefly 


358 


puſine 
uades 


Homer; and was alſo no mean poet himſelf, as 
his poems publiſhed ſhew: he died at Bath, andÞ 
was ſucceded by the honorable Edward Townſhend, ] 
brother to lord Townſhend. 


In 176; the Rev. Thomas Bowen was preſented to 
St. Mary Magdalen, and Wortwell, by the crown, þ. j. 


About a ſurlong diſtant from the church, ſouth- 
weſt thereof, on the other ſide of the road, ſtands a 


ſeeins to have been founded very early, by The bre- 
thren and ſiſters of St. James's guild, to which apoſtle 
this chapel was dedicated, and in which St. James's 
guild was held, till the time of Edward VI. when all 
ſuch fraternities were ſuppreſſed. Here was a hermi- 
tage clole by it, in which a hermit dwelt, who daily 
officiated in it, and prayed for the living members 
of the guild, and for the fouls of the deceaſed that 
belonged to it. The preſent fabric was built about 
1401, when the biſhop of Ely granted an mdulgence 
of forty days pardon, to laſt for three years, to all chat 
would contribute to rebuild it, and to maintain Wal- 
ter Colman, the poor hermit, there. 


This town was famous for hats, dornecks, and 
coverlets, which were made in great quantities here; 
and indeed, in the act paſſed in 1551, for the advan- 
tage of the citizens of Norwich, forbidding any out 
df the city, unleſs in ſome corporate and market "1 
$own, to make any of thoſe commodities, all of theſe My 

| buſineſles WM 
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in Pulham were excep 
4 ſor ſome time palt. 


74 of St, Mary |! principal, 
„with a 


and hach 2 8 
4 fix bells; 
"iſo the chancel, ar 


In che porch chamber lie abundan 
of che Manor, with armour, 2 b 


and evidences 
organ, and ſeveral brals plates 1cave 


fone in the chance 

Cl ch the inſcription V 

1 ther 8 i arms of Lany impaling 

gicws, that that Lany who marric ex] heirels of 

Allack is here interred. 

ichin che cotmmunion rails, 

4 his wile, with two coats 

1. Aflac and their quar- 
{ this: Here lyeth huried 


g Jermy, ane 

5 ack Lany, &q. ® who being of bie 487 of 71 

died In Jan. 1639. And alſo the body of Elizd- 
being 68 year» old in Sept. 


ack marble, W! 


As 


zeln Lany, leis wiſe, Who 
1646, died d after tha \ime, and was one of the daughters 
of John Jerny, eſq- | 

is family, and to 


monuments de th 


Here are other 
the ch urch. 


mM che Snyers, Kc. in 
3 There are altar tomb 


chancel in 


Waits. 


ue eaſt end of che 


o Wood. stebbing, and 
In 


s at 1 


he church- -yard, | 
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In the time of John Morton, biſhop of Ely, who 
was conſecrated in 1478, tranſlated to inte ey in 
1486, and died in 1500, the windows of this church 
were new glazed, and adorned with the arms of the 
Eaſt Angles, of the ſee, of Ely ſingle, and impaled 
with Morton; and this he did in reſpect to Robert 


Morton, eſq. his uncle, who lived here, and was bu- 
ried in this church i in oh 


It ſeems that the tower and porch were built about 


this time, by the aſſiſtance of the biſhop and other 


benefactors. On the porch there is a great quantity 
of imagery in ſtone, and five images carved in ſtone 


are fixed on the top of the battlements, and many 
cinquefoils about the building, 


In the eaſt windew in the chancel are the arms of 
the Eaſt Angles, of Ely church, and St. George; 
England alone; ; allo Tiptofſt, or Tibetot. 


The chapel of St. Mary Magdalen, commonly 


called Pulham- market church, is a good fabric, with 
a large ſquare tower, a clock, and: ſix bells; a hand- 
ſome north porch, two ailes, and nave, all leaded; 
the chancel being tiled; it is an exceeding handſome 
building, kept very neat and clean. It ſtands at the 


ſouch end of the late market-place, and is a mile at 


leaſt from its mother church. 


In the chancel, —Mr. Thomas Claxton, merchant, of 


London, died 21 fub, 1681, 40,—with his arms. 


In the nave, towards the el Join Kede, gent, 
0.5 Nov. 1721, 52, 


Robert 


. 
3 
© 


1 
W 


l. 84, 6 months, 
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Robert Prentice, gent. died in 1639, and gave z]. 
to each of the Pulhams, 20l. to Mr. Sayer, rector 
there, and 11. to Stariton poor. 


On a mural monument on the ſouth fide of the 
church, towards the eaſt'end, IAM a vault near ihis 
place lies interred Peter Roſier, e/q. who was high-ſheriff 
of the county of Norfolk in 1737, and died al Pulham 
St. Mary Magdalen, Oclober 18, 1743, in the 8 Ut year 


, his age. 


Me. Thomas Palgrave, obijt ſexto die Marty, 4. D. 
1638. Cujus ofſa et Cineres ſub hoc lapide requieſcunt. 
— He was ſon of Thomas Palgrave, eſq. who was 
buried here in 1545. 


On a neat mural monument againſt the eaſt end of 
the north aile, with Palgrave's arms. II. S. C. Gu- 
lielmus Palgrave, M. D. de Grþpovico in comilati Sufjol- 
cienfi, Gulteimi Palgrave, de hoc pago gener gi filius, ob. 
Sept. 14% A. D. mpecxLi, at. 49. Liberi ejus Fo- 
hannes et Dorothea Inſantes, morte abrepti hic ſeheliunter. 


On a marble in the ſouth aile are the arms and 
creſt of Palgrave. —Thomas Palgrave, e/q. ſome lime 
ſheriff and member of parliament for the city of Norwich, 
in the reign of the late queen Ann of ever bleſſed memory: 


| he gave an hundred pounds to @ charity-ſchoot in ine Pa- 


riſh of St. Peter Mancroft, in Norwich (wherem the 1945 
born) towards the education of poor children, accordiug c 


the liturgy of the church of England, ob. Aug. 7, 17 20, 


In the ſame aile, againſt the ſouth wall, towards 
the eaſt end, by Roſier's monument, is another, with 
the arms of Cornwallis, &c.— In memory of fol 

F Stanliaue, 


— 2 
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Stanhawe, late of this pariſh, gent. who was buried ntar 
to this place, Sept, 19, 1729, aged 54: 


Pornau, or PuLLanam, ſignifies the village of 
pools, or ſtanding waters“. The eatlieſt account we 
meet of this town is, that it belonged to Waldchiſt, a 
Saxon, Who forfeited all that he had to king Edmund, 
who was lord of it; and left it to king Etheldred, or 
Edred, his brother; and at his death it went to king 


Edwy, and after him to king Edgar, his brother, who {a 
fold it to Wolftan, and at his death to Ethelwold, bi- , 


ſhop of Wincheſter, for 4ol. and he gave it to the 
abbey of St. Etheldred, or Audrey, at Ely, who was 
in full poſſeſſion at the Norman conqueſt. The ſur- 
vey then taken tells us, that in the Confeſſor's time it 
belonged to Ely, and the whole manor was worth 
Sl. and at the conqueſt was riſen to 151. a year, The 
town was then two miles long, a mile broad, and 
paid god. to che gelt, or tax, and was exempt from 
the juriſdiction of the half-hundred of Earſham, as 
belonging to the church of St. Audrey, though now it 
is reckoned among the towns in the duke of Nor- 


folk's liberty, as being in Earſham half-hundred, 


In 1249 it. appears from the plea rolls that there 
was a weekly Wedneſday market here; and in 1250 
the biſhop of Ely, on whom this ſee was ſettled at its 
firſt erection, had a charter of free-warren throughout 
the manor f. 2 


In 1277 the town was 1n the free hundred 10 earl 
Roger Bigot, called Ereſham half-hundred, to which 
„„ the 


* Pulla, a pool, or lake, of ſtanding water, whence a pulk 
is a ſmall pond, or hole, of ſtanding water. 


+ This manor before the erection of the biſhopi ic was fixed 
to find two weeks proviſion for Ely convent. 
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che biſhop 5 bailiff did ſuit from hundred court 10 
5 | Michaelmas-day 
at che will ok che carl, or his Pailiffs, who might 


three marks and à half per ann. che profits of che 
fairs T held there being included. There was then a 
park of fixty actes, and all the lands, but che ſeveral, 


and commons, Were whole-year land. 


the parion of Pulham, che prior of Ely, Richard de 
Küitleſhaw, and William Howard, held divers lands. 


Kc. and the whole Was divided into four leets, Or di- 


viſions, at each of which che tenants inhabiting the 
ſeveral diviſions appeared: Eaſt or Upleet. We 
leet, Souch-leet, and Gidlardes, or Norch-lect. 


+ Beſides the wakes and fairs heretofore held on the days of 
the dedication of the church and chapel, Were was one held on 
Wedneſday in Aſcenſion- week - this only no remains, and 18 
lately altered, being now always kept on We Monday in A- 
ſcenlion- week. COT 
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and to have a priſon, and carry and re- carry his pri- 
ſoners any where before the king's juſtices; to have 
the fines and amerciaments of all his tenants, and 
all the goods and chattels of felons and fugitives, 


With the return of writs, and all other liberties be- 


longing to his, ſee of Ely, together with free-warren, 
according to the charter of Henry III. 


In 4431 Pulham was returned to be within the li- 
berty vf the biſhop of Ely, it being held in demeſne 
of the king, as parcel of the biſhop's barony, and ſo 
continued till the 1ſt of queen Elizabeth, and then it 
came to the crown, by virtue of an exchange made 
with that fee. It continued there ſome time, it being 
above 1o2l. per ann. beſides the woods, in 15358, but 


was ſoon leaſed out at 1gl. 6s. per ann. and many of 


the woods and demeſnes granted to divers perſons ; 
but in 1609 the citizens of London held it in fee- 
farm, when the free and copyhold rents amounted 
to the ſum of 711. 8s. gd. per ann. and the farm 
of the lands 371. 10s, 7d. but that leaſe being out in 
1622, Richard Aſhworth, ſen. eſq. accounted with 
Charles prince of Wales, on whom James I. had 


Tettled it, for 1071, 2s. 4d. in rents, and 18]. gs. for 


tines of lands, and perquiſites of courts*; and about 


1631 


* Charles I. in recompence for 229,897]. 28. already ad- 
vanced to James I. and himſelf, and for 12000l. to be advanced 
by the chamber of London, for which he was to aſſure lands of 


the clear yearly value of 1249 l. 6s. 6d. among other alienations 
of crown lands, did grant to the mayor and corporation of the 


city of London the manor of Pulham, which was leaſed by 
James I. anno reg. 17 to fir Henry Hobart, knight and baronet, 
chief juſtice of the common pleas, and other feoffees, together 
with the royalty, and all that latety belonged to the fee of Ely; 
and it was aſſigned to Ann, his wife, as part of her jointure, 
with all the leets, &c, and parks ſtocked with deer, to be held 
of the crown as of the manor of Eaſt Greenwich, by ey; in 

| | ce 
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„5 ᷑ So 
163 wit was ſold by Charles I. and the chamber of 


London (the advowſon being excepted) to divers te- 
nants ; and in the year 1679 was divided into thirt 
parts; one part in 16gg belonged to John Bradſhaw, 
eſq. Windſor herald, who lived in Southolt, in Suf— 
folk, and died there the ſame year. This part came 
afterwards to Thomas Fauconberge, who married 


Margaret, daughter of the ſaid John Bradſhaw. 


About 1681 Thomas Sayer, juſtice of the peace, 
John Sayer, gent. Charles Daveney, William Pal- 
grave, Maurice Kendal, of Gray's-Inn, and Buken- 
ham Nova, gents. and others, were returned as lords ; 
but the whole was veſted in John Sayer, of Eye, eſq. 
the profits of one fifteenth part being emploved ag 
an endowment to the ſchoolmaſter, who keeps ſchool 
in St. James's chapel here. i 


This John is deſcended from an ancient family re- 
dent at Pulham, for ſeveral hundred years; and the 
old regiſter, which begins in 1599, ſhews, that it was 
2 numerous family, there being great number of their 
births, marriages, and burials, entered there; and it 
appears that the ſeveral branches have been all of 
them conſiderable owners in this pariſh. They have 
ſpelt their names differently in different ages, as Saw- 
yer, Sayer, and Saer, which laſt we take to be their 
proper name, for Saer, or Saier, was anciently a com- 
mon Chriſtian Name. 


John Sayer, of Eye, eſq. was one of his majeſty's 
juſtices of the peace for the county of Norfolk. 


Fg The 


free ſoccage, and not by knights ſervice. In 1656 there was 
above 6000 acres of land in the pariſhes of Pulham St. Mary, 
and St. Mary Magdalen, 
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The ancient ſurvey of this county hath this :— + 
„ In this town (for both Pulhams make but one 
town) is only the manor of Pulham, commonly cal- 
led Pulham manor, which heretofore belonged to the 
biſhopric (or church) of Ely, even from the time of 
the Saxons, about 800 years ſince, until the reign of 
queen Elizabeth, who took it into her own hands, 
with divers other manors, and is now in poſſeſſion of 
the king (James I.) as her next and immediate heir. 
The king keepeth court and leet, and hath in it 
waif, felons goods, &c. hawking, hunting, fiſhing, 
&c. The extraordinary ſervice of the tenants, reeve- 
ſhip, heyward-ſhip, and cullyer-ſhip; whoever are 
cullyers, or collectors, gather the rents of the other 
tenants, and pay them to the reeves, and they at the 
audit to the receiver; whoever is heyward calleth the 
court: there is one that holds his lands by cornage*, 

that is, blowing a horn in the morning at the begin- 
ning 


+ The eſtate held by cornage is about zol. per ann. all in a 
hedge, now owned by Dorothy, late widow Baker, now the 
wife of Robert Jermy, of Pulham : there belongs to it liberty 
to keep hounds, and follow the game any where in the manor ; 
the ſervice is performed at this time by one attending conſtantly 
to blow the horn before the court begins, for which the lord 
pays 4d. and gives him his dinner; this was the ſervice as the 
lord's huntſman, and there are ſeven acres held by being my 
lord's hangman. William Akerman held ſeven acres by divers 
ſervices, all which were to be remitted whenever a thief was 
hanged in the manor, he being obliged by his tenure to hang 
him, in lieu of all ſervices for that year. Among the ancient 
cuſtoms of the manor we find, toat the copyholders were forced 
to grind at one of the lord's mills, which occafioned the two 
mills to be leit at 51. per ann. in thoſe days, the tithe being al- 
lowed out of it. They were obliged to pay a fine to the lord 
for licence, or leave, to marry their ſons and daughters, and to 
pay childwite if they had any baſtards ; they. could not ſell an 
ox, or male colt, of their own breed, without leave of their 
lord ; the market and fairs then lett at three marks and an half 


a year, and divers of the tenants paid plough-ſhares for the fines 
of their lands, gaps 
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ning of the court. The fines are certain of the co- 
pyhold lands. at fix-pence an acre. This town hath 
the privileges of Ely as all other manors, holden 
by the ſame biſhopric; none may arreſt within their 
limits, beſides their own bailiff, &c. Ld 


There was a market kept for a long time in Pul- 
ham Magdalen (the croſs yet remaineth) purchaſed 
by the church of Ely, in the time of the Saxons, but 
now altogether decayed, by reaſon of the vicinity of 
of Harleſton, a hamlet to Redenhall, whoſe market 
is on the ſame day, EY 


There was formerly a manor here, called HuRx- 
HALE'S, which had its riſe in 1258, when Walter de 
Hemenhale had it from the biſhop of Ely. In 1389 
fir Robert de Hemenhale owned it, and ſettled it on 
fir George Felbrigge, knt. and others, his truſtees, 


Several others had manors here, which fir John de 
Heveningham, ſen. knt. in 1425, died ſeized of; 
alſo of the free-tenements, capiial meſſuages, and 
rents, called then the manor of Hemenhale's, 
Vauxe's, Sturmin's. and Sturmer's, in Pulham, Rive- 
ſhale, Dickleburgh, and Tivetſhall, in Norfolk. But 
being all purchaſed in long fince, there 1s no ſuch 
manor now exiſting. The demeſnes, or manor- 
houſe, called Vances, or Vauces, in Pulham, with a 
farm at Ruſhall, formerly part of the ſaid manors, is 
ſettled for the propagation of the goſpel in New Eng- 
land, . 


The dean and chapter of Ely have a fmall manor 
in this town, called WinsToN's cum PULHaM, the 
quit rents of which are only 178. 10d. per ann. It for- 
merly belonged to the prior of Ely, who held part of 
it, of the gift of Oſbert de Stradſete,  _ 

| 'F4 Pulbam 
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Pulham- market hall js a good old houſe, incloſed 
with a high wall of brick, embattelled, and was for- 
merly the manſion houſe of the Percies, a younger 
branch of the Northumberland lamily; in 1545, 
Mary, daughter of Henry Pecry, gent. was buried 
in St. Mary's church, at Pulham : in 1564, Alice 
Percy was married to John Buckenham, and it ſeems 
as ik another daughter was married to a Brampton, 
for this cllate was owned by William Brampton, of 
Letton, a ſtrenuous man on the king's ſide in Kcits 
rebellion, by whom a great part of the preſent build- 
ing was erected, and it continued in that family till 
z William Brampton fold it to Philip Roſier, who 


left it to Peter Roſier, his brother, high ſheriff of 


Nortolk, who died here in 1743. 


The arms of the ear] of Northumberland, and 
thofe of Brampton impaling Leventhorp, are in the 
Windows. x 


From the old regiſter of Pulham St. Mary we 


find, that in 1550, Sir William Baldwin, and Audry 
Eſtowe were married, 


In 1585, Thomas Crane, gent. aged 70. In 1587, 
Alice his widow, aged 70, both buried in the church. 


REDENHALL, cum HARLESTON. Redenhall 
gave name to, and is ſtill the head town of the DraAN- 


RY, which contains twenty-five Pariſhes, and was 


taxed at two marks; the deans of which were 
collated by the biſhop, 


In 1311, William de Neuport, prieſt, was pre- 
ſented to the rectory by Thomas de Brotherton, earl 
of Norfolk. He lics buried in the chancel under a 
one robbed of an elligy/ in braſs, in his proper 

i habit; 


%%% (00000 


habit; the braſſes of the circumſcription are picked 
out, but the remaining imprethons ſhew that they 
were antient capitals; much may be ſ read now, 
from which, and à copy taken long ſince, we have 
made out this: —Iz: : gil: fire: Will: de: Neus 
fort: jadis: perſone: de: Lejie: Eghhſe : prebend : 


de: Gredington : et: de: Welles: qui: Mill: GGG 


priet : pur: Palme: que: Dieux: en eit: 
mergi: amen: 


This advowſon fell to the ſhare of Margaret, one 
of the daughters and heireſſes of Thomas de 


Brotherton, earl of Norfolk, and was ſettled by the 


king's licence, and the pope's bull, on the prioreſs 
and nuns at Bungay, and was afterwards confirmed 
by Alice her ſiſter and Sir Edward de Montacute, 
or Montague, her huſband; and in 1349 it was 
appropriated by the bi hop, to pay ten ſhillings to 
each nun, towards finding her clothes : the biſhop 
had a penſion of three marks and an half, and the 
new erected vicarage was taxed at thirteen marks : 
the biſhop of Norwich, and his ſucceſſors for ever, 
were to nominate a vicar every vacancy, and the 
prioreſs was obliged to prefem him. The rectory 


houſe, which was very large and moated in, with 


a great portal at the entrance, was then parted, and 


the ſouth half alligned to the vicar, who was to have 


the manor and rents of aſſize, four acres by the houſe, 
and thirty acres of the demeſnes of the church, being 
all that on the ſouth ſide of the beck; and allo to 
have a right of commonage on all the commons in 
Redenhall, with the altarage, &c. and the vicar was 
nominated oy the biſhop, and preſented by the pri- 
oreſs. 


In 1441, at the complaint of this vicar, the church 
was diſappropriated, and became à rectory again, 
| no 


rector ſhould Pay a yearly 
Penſion of lorty ſhillings to the prioreſs, which 
is ſtill paid to the duke of Norfolk, in right of Bun- 


gay ech, by the rector; and that the biſhop 


Sir Richard Wheatly, rector, wag deprived of this, 
and Aldburgh, by queen Mary, for being a married 


communicants in this Pariſh : in 1745, Dec. 26, the 
ev. Mr. John Nicolls, rector, was nominated by 


the biſhop to Francis Loggin, gent. who Preſented 


at Oporto, in Portugal and in 1763, the Rev. Tho- 


denhall rectory; yearly tenths, 9] ſo that being not 
diſcharged of lirſt fruits and tenths, it is incapable 
of aug mentation; it was valued in the old taxation 
at thirty. five marks. Norwich Doomſday lays, that 


the archdeacon ( Jacondenſis was patron; that the 


after valued at forty marks. The religious concern- 
ed here, were che prioreſs of Carrowe, whoſe tempo. 
ralities were axed at 6s. 8d. the prior of Mendham, at 
36s. 9d. ob. the Prior of Weybrede, for meadows, at 


8er de Bois, xnt. and others, aliened divers tene 
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a Gilbert Pecche other rents. In 130% Ste- 
Brockdich, an ſon, held eight 
| (wich, by 


Bleſſed Virgin Mary, and is 2% 

1 ch, nave, and two 
It was' rebuilt of 
earl of Norfolk. 


rector; but 


to its finiſning : *. 
gone ſpires 


in. John de-la- Pole, lord of Wingfield caſtle, 
a principal benefactor. Joan Bunning gave 3“ 
8d. in 1409 3 | Thomas Bacon gabe a lega- 
| "and it N niſhed 

n, chen rector; 
ſhe 


and a tun, car 
for his name:; Sir John Shelton. knt. was 
In 1616, i We {plit 


tributor to the 
done lo © 7 is {carce any 
There was this Car- 


damage to its b 

ved on the north-welt {pire : «This ſpire Was de- 
moliſhed in the year 1680, and rebuilt in the year 
| - 1681. 


it Was 


138. 6d. towards Its 


* The Seſſions then gave 131: 
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1681. Kc. A large plate of this fine church and tower 
is given in this work, 


The arms of Brotherton and Mowbray, and the roſe, 
the badge of Brotherton, and the leopard's face, the 
badge of de-la-Pole, are oſten on the ſtones. On 


the weſt doors are carved a hammer and horſe-ſhoe, 


ſhoe and pincers, as rebuiles for the names of Smith 
and Hammerſmith. probably the donors of them, — 
Here are eight melodious bells, on three of which are 
thele verſes: 


2d. Bell. Petrus ad corn, aucat nos baſcua vite, 


4. | Celi Solamen nobis det Deus. Amen. 1 588, 
6. Stella Maria Maris uccurre piiſſima nobis. 


The church is new leated throughout, and kept 
as neat and decent as we have ſeen any where, In 
the caſt chance] window, ' De-la-Pole quarters Wing- 
held in the garter, Erpingham. in a garter, Brandon 
quartering Bourchier in à garter. In a ſouth win. 
dow, gul. an cagle diſplayed, or. and Brewſe, 


In 1504, Thomas Pyers, of Harleſton. gave twen- 


ty marks to make the font new. The rood, or 
Principal image of our Saviour on the croſs, which 
ſtood on che 10029-loft between the chancel, was a 
remarkable one in thoſe days ; in 1 506, Agnes Stan- 
forth of Wortwalet hath this in her will 1 AItem, 
my marrying ring to the goode rood of Redenhale.” 


Joan, widow of Robert Bunning, who lies buried 
here, was a Benefactrix to the ſleeple, church, and 


Harleſton chapel; to all which ſhe Jeſt legacies, 


* 


Orate 


or! 


EA R S HAN M. 73 


Orate pro animabus Ricardi Bacon, et Catherine, ux- 
eris ſue, qui obije 11* die Fuly, Ae. Dom. MCCCCLXXXXI17?. 
The Bacons were interred at the upper cud of the 
ſouth ale. | = 


In the north chapel, which belongs to Gawdy- 
hall, are buried ſeveral of the families* to which that 
manor belonzed; it ſeems ꝛ0 have been founded by 
the Brewſes, for anciently the Gawdys buried in the 
middle aile, where on a tone, under the portraitures | 
of 2 man and à woman, was this :—Orate pro ant- 
mabus Fohannis Gawaye, & Alicie uxoris ſue, qui obijt 
Imo. die Maij. 4%. Dit. MDC, quorum animabus prop 
cietur Deus, Amen. E 


On another, Pray for the ſoule of Mrs. Anne Gawdye 
in the peace of God, 1350. Orale pro anima Agnetts Gaw- 
dye, que obijt x1v* dic Sept. anno Dni. MCCCCCX. cuſus 
anime propicietur Deus, Amen. 


A black marble in the altar-rails—To Mrs. Pene- 
lope D'Oyly, wife of the Rev. Mr. James D Oyiy, uo 
died the 8th of October, 1721. | 


The bodyes of John Rand, A. M. @ late painful 
preacher of the goſpel, a: Redenhall cum Harleſton, and of 


Anne, 


* We find in the old church-wardens book, that in 1558 was 
received for fir Thomas Gawdy's grave 6s. 8d, In 1693 a feoff- 
ment made of the chapel and chambers, and town-cloſe, which 
contained about three acres, and was lett at 41. per ann. ſaid to 
be given by the Gawdys, the profits to be given to the poor 
every Chriftmas, The hamlet of Wortwell was anſwerable for 
à fourth part of all charges, and it intercommons with Ald- 
burgh, and hath each a drift; but there are no commons to 
Redenhall. In 1451 the chancel was levelled, and the organ 
caſe pulled down. In 1464 the croſſes at the end of the chapels 
were taken down, and the pictures in the chancel defaced. Is 


1761 paid the ringers for ringing when the king paſſed by. 
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Anne, his w; 
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e, and 2 lrabeth, 
1659, cre expert the r 


OF 


their da Eller, Sept. 2 7 
gſurretlig 


ry is leaded, and 
is an altar tomb for 


the north chapel 
in 1588 Th 


On a ne 


nument againſt the ſouth wall, 

at the weſt eng of the nave, —In piam memoriam Tobiæ 

vidua the Juperſles, Dom ma Suſanng 

ere, una cum Hi Toba, Monumentum hoc amoris et 
1 obzjt aulem 


66 agens, 


t fato, redatye fepulchro, 
on hielas, virtus, non med na valet : 
Cuigue oft de dies, 


felix qui zempora vite 
ic agt, ut jit er, grala Juprema dies. 
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fide of me church- 


o bijt Marti 26, A. D. 1690, 
1731 — Stephen Free- 


at. 4 
man, of Harleſton, gent obijt anno 4. ſug 42, AJ. D. 
1684. 5 | 
Inſcriptions are on head -Hones.—To Hannah Not- 
El. 48. Fleetwood Wotton, gen. 


kon, March 12, 1715, 


her huſband, Jan. 17, 1720, Et. 68. 


Flizabetha Sara Kerrich, filta Gualteri et Annæ, ob. 


22 *dic Apr. 1726, at. ſue 25. 


Sub hoc marmo 
qui mortem obijt Jan. 
Now. 20, 1717, et. 
bi, June 21. 


The church 15 {i ar the midſt of the pariſh, 

\ the tenants of the ſevera 
manors, being eu alſo from its (WO principa 
hamlets of and VV ortwell, Rear © mile 


from each. 


Thomas Baylie, gent. 
Mary, ks wife, 1701, kl. 


m Rada, the dean, 


Redenhall takes its na 
who was lord in the time o the Confeſltor, 
f Edric, che anteceſſor of Robert Malet, 


It was then gl. per am. 
5 half 


10d. to the Dane ek. Renten 
Starſton ; there were twenty free men in this town, 
1. but they Were after le- 


whole rents were Al. Per am. 
parated from th and added t9 carl R 


* Radanahalla, Doomſday-book- 
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hundred of Eatſham. s, afte the earl's 
orfeiture, got them for ſome ti 


ng rltored, 
they haye continued ever lince with the hundred. 


e now only two lords here: 
cum Harleſton, the leet, bundred-cour: 
tolls, free | or j 


© earls and dukes of Norfolk, 
along with F orncet manor. N e 


entine, in the time of Hen; II. 
This Henry in 1196 being a rebel to Richard I. that 
King ſeized all his 
undred marks to Ralph de 1 
Walter himſelf conhrmed the grant. In 12 7 fr 
icholas de Lenham i 


charter 
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charter for free- warten here, upon which Roger le 
Bigot, earl of Norfolk, lord of the hundred, and lu- 
perior lord of the fee of che whole town, ſued him, 
and ſeized on this manor, becauſe he had leaſed it to 
the queen for fixteen years, whole attornies the earl 
ejected, the manor being held of him by zl. yearly 
rent, and other ſervices; and though the leaſe was 
made to the queen, it was in effect the ſame as if it 
had been to the king, ſo that no diſtreſs could be 


taken; but upon the king's granting him letters patent 


that the leaſe ſhould not be to the dis-keriſon of him, 


or his heirs, but that he might diſtrain for the rents 
and ſervices, the earl confirmed it. In 1257 this fir 
Nicholas ſold all his poſſeſſions here to Peter de Su- 
baudia, or Savoy. 8 


In 1261 Henry III. ſays, that his beloved uncle, 
Maſter Peter de Savoy, ſurrendered into his hands 
to the uſe of prince Edward, his eldeſt ton, che ma- 
nors of Redenhall, &c. and the king confirmed them 
to the prjnce and his heirs, and ſo to the kings of 
England for ever; but the prince granted it with his 
father's conſent to Nicholas de Yatingdon, and his 
heirs, to be held by the ſervice of two fees. 


The other moiety continued in che Argentein fa- 
mily; though in 1206 William de Curcun gave 
twenty marks to king John to have it. 


In 1281 Giles de Argentein held here and in 
Thirning four fees of Richmond honor; his grand- 
father, Richard, having married Joan, widow of Ro- 
ger de Lenham, and this Giles conveyed it to Maſter 


Henry de Branteſton, who had the whole manor, aud 


moiety of che advowlon. 
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Oſbert de Clinton. lord here in 1317, conveyed it 
from Joan and her heirs to Thomas de Brotherton, 
earl of Norfolk, marſhal of England, and his heirs + 
who in 1925 ſettled it on truſtees, for Alice, one of 
his daughters and coheireſſes, married to ſir Edward 
de Montacute or Montague, who owned it in 1344. 


daughters and heireſſes of Thomas de Brotherton, | 
carl of Norfolk, held it: and in 1305, at the death 
of Edward Montague, Etheldred; his ſiſter, had It. 


William Cateſbie owneg it, who was attainted in tho 
Iſt of Henry VII. and that King granted it to fir Wil- 

ham Norreys, dtc - ib 1558 it was granted to Tip- 
per and Dawe, and ſoon aſter belonged to the Gaw: 


bevile was lord in *293 ; it took its name from the 
fituation of the manor-houſe. being in a hole by the 
brook ſide, the hills adjoining ſtill retaining the name 
of Holebrook Hills, and arc on the left hand of the 
road leading from Hatleſton to Yarmouth, near to 

ortwell Dove; but this was Pull ed down by the 
Gawdys when the houſe, Called Gawdy-hall, wag 


built, in which John Wogan, eſq. the Preſent lord, 


In 1230 Walter de Turbevile was lord; he ſerved 
Henry III. with three knights, for one whole year. to 
Poictoy, to be releaſed of 130 marks due to that 


king. | 


79 
king. In 1259 Roger de Thirkelby, One of ike juſti— 


ces ineraut, was lord here In 1313 Robert "Pendc- 
vile, of Harleſton, ſeems t have had it; and probably 
It continued in this family 2 whole centui), ſor in 
1414 Richard Tendale, of Dean, in Northampton 
hire, owned it; it continued in me family tin 1542, 
and then Thomas "Tyndale, and Olbert Mundetord, 


advowſon belonged, ul old from it. In 1239 Wa- 
rine de Redenball, lord of it, impleaded Roger Pigot, 
carb of Norfolk, t© permit him to enjoy certain libet- 
ties belonging te this Manor, which he held of him. 
Jn 1993 Simon de Coldham, ot Redenhall, (from 
whom it took us prelent name) {old the moiety of che 
advowlon which belonged 10 „ dne ene (ex- 
cept an hundred ſhillings, land. and {Owe rents, after⸗ 
wards called Merk's manor) iO Gr William de Buręis. 
knt. aud in 1309 the laid fir William, and Thomas 


mas de Brotcherton, © of Norfolk, (patron of che 


Ruſhall. It afterwards belonged to the De la-Poles, 
and eomtiuued in the earls of Suffolk ull che attaiuder 
of Charles duke of Suffolk; and in 1551 was grant. 
ed by Philip and Mary © Edward lord North, and 
afterwards it Was purchalcd by che Gawdys- 


In 1323 Thomas Gawdy, of Wortwell. gent. ob- 
miſſion 1 zul bis lauds in Mcngbam 
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Metfield, and Witherſdale, held of the manors of 


Metfield priory, and King's-hall, of the prior of 
Mendham. v7 | 8 


In 154; Thomas Gawdy, of Redenhall, ſen. and 
in 1556 Thomas Gawdy, jun. eſq. of Harleſton, were 
buricd in Redenhall church. 


In 1570, Thomas, the eldeſt ſon of the latter, pur- 
chaſed Weybrede manor of William Calthorpe, eſq. 
and in 1382 he ſold this manor to fir Thomas Gawdy, 


Ent. he was one of the king's judges, but dying in 


1588 was buried here, being ſeiſed of Claxton, Hel- 


lington, Rockland, Poringland, &c. leaving Henry 


Gawdy, eſq. his fon and heir; and in 1615 fir Henry 
and fir Clipelby Gawdy, knts. were lords. In 1635 
ſir Thomas Gawdy, knt. and it was mortgaged by 


Charles Gawdy, eſq. to Tobias Frere, who afterwards 
Purchaſed it. In 1654 he was one of the juſtices of 


peace for Norfolk, a ſequeſtrator, and member in 


parliament, and was buried here in 163 5, leaving Su- 


ſannah, his widow, and Tobias, his fon and heir; 


his widow married John Wogan, eſq. who was lord 


here in 1688; and now John Wogan, eſq. is lord of 


all the aforeſaid manors, which are joined with 


the Manor of MrRks, which was part of Coldham- 
hall manor, that continued in the Redenhall family 
as aforeſaid, and was ſold to John de Marleburgh, 


of whom John de Redenhall purchaſcd it in 1313, 
and held it of the carl of Norfolk at the cighth part 


of a fee; it came after, 1358, to James Ormond, 
carl of Wilts, and at his attainder to the crown. It 


Was granted by Edward IV. with ſeveral manors in 


Suffolk, to fir Thomas Waldegrave; and paſſing 


through divers hands in the year 1551, it was pur- 
y chaſed by Robert Bacon, and joined as aforeſaid. 


HAWEITR'2 
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| PAwWKER 5 Maxon firſt pelonged to Edric, of whom 
it was held in the Confeſſor's time by one of his ftee- 
men, When it was worth 208. Per ann. After the 


conqueſt Ralph Guader, or Wayet, carl of Norfolk, 


king had che capital manor by earl Ralph 5 forleiture 
and when Godric, to whom he had intruſled the 
care of it. claimed ſervices of him, he appealed to 


record, called Teſta de Nevil, tells us. that arine le 
Oſtricer, or Uawker, ſon of che ſaid Roger, held it 


manor, by purchale from Mau de Beauchamp, 17 
1239. In 1380 che manor-houſe had 144 acres © 


and ſo it became joined t the other manors. 


G 5 , WoRrTWELL 


* This family of the Hawkers were very numerous, and many 
of them had good eſtates here, and elſewhere. 
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Worrwerr Maxon Was ſoon after the conqueſt in 
a ſamily called Peccatum, or Pecche. In 1196 


Gilbert Pecche a beneſfador to Bury abbey. held 


lo fees of that how's in Wortwell, Harleflon, and 


Drinkſlon, in Suflolk, In 1298 it belonged to 
William Carliol, and the manor then extended jnto 
Aldburgh : this ſamily lived in the Manor-houſe for 


Ha RLESTON, anciently called Herolf'ſton, and He- 
rolveſton, from Herolf, one of the Daniſh leaders that 
came with Swain, king of Denmark, into Britain, 


on Which the 
g the Middle-row 
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The manor alwys attended the kde of Ear- 
ſham, and ſtill continues with it, in the Norfolk fa— 
mily, and the houſes are all copyhold, except thoſe 
called the ſtone-houſes, which are free. On this 
{pot of ground formerly ſtood Herolf's ſtone, or croſs, 
where Richard de Herolveſton, about 1109, ſettled, 
and took his firname from hence from whom de— 
ſcended the famous fir John He rolveſton, ſo often 
mentioned in our Engliſh Chronicles for his valiant. 
proweſs in martial exploits, and particularly for be- 
ing a great inſtrument in quelling the grand rebel- 
lion in theſe counties in the time of Richard II. of 
whom much may be feen in Froiſſart, Holingſhed, 
and Stowe's Chronicles: from him deſcended the fa- 
mily of the Harleſtons, of good account in both 
counties. They had eſtates in Shimpling, in Suf- 
folk, ſettled at Norwich, and afterwards at Mattiſhall, 
in Norlolk ; archbiſhop Parker married one of them. 


This town hath a weekly market on Wedneſday, 
and two fairs in a year; one is held on Midſummer- 
day, being the nativity of St. John the Baptiſt, to 
whom the chapel is dedicated, ſo that this is the 
_ feaſt, wake, or dedication day; and the other was 
granted by Henry III. in the year 1259, to Roger le 
Bigot, carl of Norfolk, and marſhal of England, to 
laſt eight days, viz. the vigil, and day of the decolla- 
tion of St. John the Baptiſt, and ſix days after. The 
ſaid carl had a hundred- court held here every three 
weeks, and the toll of the market and fairs, aſſize of 
bread and ale, Wocerneeen and waif. 


In 1570 there was a rebellion intended to have 
been begun here. 


The chapel of St. John the Baptiſt was a free 


chapel, founded, in all probability, by ſir John de 
64 Herolfſton, 


e; it never had any infti. 
tution, but was always dependent upon its mother 
church at Redenhall, the reQor of which ſerves here 
ↄne Part of the day every Sunday; it hath admini- 


ration of both lacraments belonging to it, but not 
Durial : the ſtreet ſurrounds it, o that there js no 


1 1688, being almoſt uſeleſs, and deſerteg for 
want of fit endowment, that pious and charitable 


bitants of Harleſton are bound 10 repair to the 
„mother church of Redenhall atorelaid) according 
„ . to 


Oo Being a free chapel was diſſolved by the ſtatute of Edward 
VI. and became after yards veſted in the inhabitants, and was 


| neighbouring gentlemen. art of it Was formerly made a 
| market-crofs, and chambers over it, but the ole is now laid 
into the Chapel as at firlt, and a croſs built at its eaſt end. 
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« to the Liturgy of the Church of England by law 
«© eſtabliſhed ;; and allo to hold and keep a public 
© ſchool there, for the education of youth, in ſome 
convenient place near the ſaid chapel, which the 
« inhabitants of Harleſton aforeſaid, in conſideration 
of the great benefit which by this donation ma 

© accrue to them and their children, are deſired from 
time to üme to provide; and particularly, beſides 
„ the common grounds of learning, ſhall teach and 
„ inſtruct all his ſcholars in that excellent Catechiſm 
« of the church of England, and cauſe them to get 
the lame pertectly by heart, together with the Ni- 
© cene, and Athauaſian Creeds; the Te Deum, and 
* ſuch other prayers, pſalms, and hymns, as are 
contained in the Primmer, and common Prayer- 
„ book, and are fit for every good Chriſtian to learn 
and uſe; and alſo to take care, that all the ſcho- 
lars whom he ſhall undertake to teach be con- 
ſtantly preſent, with himſelf, at the prayers of the 
church, whenever they ſhall be publicly performed 
in the ſaid chapel, and behave themſelves ſoberly 
and piouſly there, and be taught to uſe ſuch geſ- 
tures, and make ſuch anſwers as the church pre- 
„ ſcribes.” The maſter and tellows, under their c6l- 
lege ſeal, are for ever to nominate ſome able and 
competent perſon in holy orders, to be licenſed by 

the biſhop to read prayers, and teach ſchool here. 


The preſent chaplain and ſchoolmaſter was nomi- 
nated by the maſter and fellows, receives the annual 
| ſalary, and keeps ſchool in a houle provided for that 
Townes by the inhabitants. 


Other benefactions here are. A rent charge of 
40s. per ann. payable out of the profits of the bul- 
lock lair. held here, and the annual intereſt of 2001. 
given by Mr, Dove, for a (choolmaſter to teach wag 

oys 
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1 boys to read, and write, with which an eſtate is pur- 
b chaſed in Ruſhall, and che profits are enjoyed by the 
ſchoolmaſter. 


— 4 ˙ KX - 


| This hamlet 1s in he liberty of the duke of Nor- 
folk, as well as Redenhall, 


RUSHALL RivessSALLA, or REEVES-HATL. fo 
called from the Prepofitus, or Reeve of the hundred, 
that 'anciently dwelt there, was in three parts; the 
firſt (which belonged to biſhop Stigand) was 
ſeized by the conqueror, and was afterwards granted 
to the Bigots, and hach attended the manor and hun- 
dred of Earſham to this time : his grace the duke of 
Norfolk keeping leet here, is lord paramount in 
right of the hundred. In 1285, Roger Bigot, carl of 
Norfolk, had iree-warren allowed him here, The 
ſecond was, [5.0] 


Rusnatrt, Manok, which before the confeſſor's 
time belonged to Bury abbev, who infeoffed Henry 
in it, but at the conqueſt it was given to Ralfh Peverel, 
of whom Warincus held it, it being then of gl. per 
ann. value. The town was then half a mile long, and 
hve furlongs broad; and PRE: Su. geld. 


The third part belonged to Stigand, of whom 
Bricuic, a Dane, held it; the conqueror gave it to 
Robert Fitz-Corbun, whom Gant held it at the 
ſurvey ; this was afterwards divided into many parts, 
and conſtituted the manors called Vauce's, Sturmer's, 
Branche's, St. Faith's, and e or the may 


manor. 


 Rushatrt-vaLL, or the capital manor, was held of 
the honor of Peverel at one fee, by Warincus, whofe 


 lucceſlor, Alan, aſſumed the name of Riveſhale, or, 
Ruſhall, 
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Ruſhall, from this his lordſhip ; his ſon, Miles de 


Riveſhale lord here. gave in free alms to the monks 
at Norwich; he was ſucceeded by Sir Henry de 
Riveſhale, Ent. who in 1263 obtained a charter of 
tree-warren for this manor, and that of Semere in 
Suffolk, of Hemy III. His grandſon, John de Rive- 
ſhale, left Wineſia, his daughter, ſole heireſs, who 
held it at one fee in 1945, and by ber m.rriace with. 
Sir Oliver Withe, carried it out of the R'veſhale fa- 
mily. Sir Oliver Withe being thus poſſeſſed of this, 
purchaſed the other manors of Vauce's, Branche's, 
and Sturmyn's, in this town and Pulham, and joined 
them to Ruſhall-hall, the demeſnes of them being 
excepted, having paſſed ſeparate to this day, the 
demeſnes of Branche's in Ruſhall making one farm 
and thoſe in Pulham another, both which are now 
known by their antient names, 


From the Withes they came to the Carbonels, 
Sir Robert Carbonel being the firſt lord of that fami- 
ly, whole lon, Sir John Carbanel knt. poſſeſſed them 
in 1421, and in 1425 Sir John Heveningham ſen. 
knt. owned them; they aſter paſſed thro' the Grooſes 
and Calthorpes ; and in 1565 Thomas Beaumond, 
and Thomas Gooch, fold the manors of Ruſhall- hall, 
Vaunce's, or Vauce's, Sturmvn's. and Branche's, in 
Ruſhall, Pulhem, Dickleburgh, Harleſton, Redenhall, 
and Diſs, to I homas Crane, and his heirs. In 1371 
Anthony Tebold had it, it aſterwards was purchaſcd 
by the Pettus family, aud bath continued in it ſome 
time, the heirs of Sir Horatio Pettus, bart. of Rack- 
heath, being the preſent proprietors, but hold no 
court, the whole being either purchaſed in, or manu- 
miled, and the demeſnes are about 530l. per ann. 


The Priory is a farm-houſe, owned by the Bal- 
lards of Metingham; it is ſo called as belonging 
| antiently 
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antiently to the priory of Buckenham, to which it 
was given by Richard de Sengles, together with 
his whole tenement, in Ruſhall, and Lincroft a ham- 
Jet thereto, 


In 1401 the prior of Buckenham held it at the 
fourth part of a fee, and was taxed for his 
temporalities at gl. 28. Ar the diſſolution it went 
to the crown, and was granted by Philip and Mary 
to Thomas Gawdye, and was held by Anthony 
Gawdye, who conveyed it to Sir Baſſingbourn Gaw- 
dye, knt, Ge 8 05 


The Rectory, or Lanctty MAN OR, conſiſted of 
| two parts, the firſt was the manor originally belong- 
ing to the rectory before its appropriation ; the other 
waz a manor owned by Wulnard Betckarl, and after 
by Euſtace de Hoe, whole daughter, Imbria, before 
1195, was married to Baldwin de Bures, the then 
lord. This was after given to the abbot of Langley, 
and joined to the impropriation; but the whole 
hath been long fince manumiſed, and no court is now 
kept for theſe manors. The abbot held it at half a 


fee of Horsford, and ſo of Eye honor, and was tax 


ed for his temporalities at gl. 6s. This was given in 
divers parcels to this abbey ; and in 1427 the abbot 
of Langley was proſecuted for purchaling and hold- 


ing 200 acres of land in Ruſhall of lay fee, but up- 


on proving that all his lay-fees here were joined to 
his ſpiritual impropriate rectory, and taxed with it 
as ſpirituals, and that he was ceſſed for it with the 
clergy, he was acquitted. 


The Prior of St. Faith, at Horſham, had a 
quarter of a fee of the founder's gift in this pariſh, 
held of the honor of Eye, it was firſt taxed at gos. 
after, as ſpirituals, at 40s, and ſo paid 4s. tenths, 

| TM all 
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all the tithes belonging to it being paid to St. Faith's, 
and not to the rector, or vicar. This houſe was 
taxed at 25s. 3d. for their temporalities in Ruſhall. 
Being veſted in the crown, Henry VIII. in the 36th 
year of his reign, granted all the lands, rents, and 
poſſeſſions belonging to the priory of Horſham, late 
in the tenure of Catherine Branche, to John Caryll, 
and his heirs, | 


The ReQory was given to the abbey of Langley, 
and appropriated to that houſe, In the old tax- 
ation, the abbot of Langley was taxed for his manor 
and lands at ſix marks; the rectory was valued at 
fifteen, and in the new valuation at twenty-ſix marks. 
There was a houſe, manor, and carucate of land be- 
fore the impropriation; the vicarage endowed wag 
valued at five marks, but was not taxed; the vica- 
rage is diſcharged of firſt fruits and tenths, and is ca- 
pable of augmentation ; it ſtands thus in the king's 
books :—41. Ruſhall vicarage, —gol. clear yearly 
value. | 


In 1348 Edward VI. granted to John Pykarel, 
and John Barnard, the tithes, glebes, &c. with the 
appurtenances of Ruſhall rectory, late parcel of Lang- 
ley monaſtery, paying 20s. per ann, to the vicar; in 
the time of Queen Elizabeth, a confirmation of it 
paſſed to the Cleres, and in 160g Sir Edward pre- 
ſented to the vicarage, as an appurtenant to the 
rectory; it was afterwards conveyed to Thomas 
Sherwoood, who in the reign of James I. ſold about 
ſeventy acres, with the parlonage houſe, to one Ket, 
but excepted the tithes, &c. and fixed bs. 8d. per 
ann. to the vicar for his dividend of the 20s. a 
year ; it belonged after that to the Redes, and then 
to William Long, in right of his wife, and he ſold ic 
to the Branſbys, and being fold by. James Branfſby, 
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| Eſq. of Shottiſham, to Emmanuel college, in Cam- 
N they are now rented of that ſociety at 85]. 
10s. per ann. The ſmall tithes prong to che vicar. 


In 160g there were ninety-two communicants in 
the pariſh. In 1680, John 1 hirleby was preſented 
by the crown, and was the laſt vicar, it being ſerved 
by ſequeſtration 'til the year 1733, and in 1764 the 
dev. John Stockdale was preſented to this vicarage by 
James Branſby EI. —and again in 1774. 


The church is FE IT to the Virgin Mary, hath 
a ſteeple round at bottom and octangular at top, and 
only one bell, the nave, chancel, and ſouth porch 
are tiled, There was a {mall chapel on the north 
ſlide of the nave, which is now demoliſhed, in 
which there was an altar, image, and guild held, 
all in the honor of the Holy Trinity, co ſuſtain 
which there was a cloſe given at Bonwell-Croft®.— 
'The ſtone of John Braunch lies in the middle of it, 
but hath loſt an effigy in armour ſtanding on a lion, 
and four ſhields ; he had good eſtates ia the town, 


There are no copyholds but ſuch as are held of 
the manors that are in other places and extend hither, 


as Semere's, in Mendham, Gunſhaw's, in Starſton, 
Manclerk's, in Dickleburgh, Kc. 


STARSTON, STERSTON, Or STERES-TOWN, WAS an- 
ciently in many parts; the head manor belonged to 
Bury abbey, and was infeoffed by the abbot in Roger 
Bigot, who obtained of the king a free-man and his 

ſervices 


» Theſe lands contain fix acres, lying in three pieces, 2nd are 
in feoffces hands to repair the church with the profits. There 
is alſo a town-houſe for the poor. There are two pieces af 


land belonging to Needham that lic in this town. 
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ſervices here, which belonged to the monaſtery at 
Ely ; and another part, which was Stigand's, he had 
as belonging to his manor of Farſham; all which he 
left to his ſucceſſors, and they continued in his fa- 
mily till one of them granted off two fees, which made 
two manors, to be held of the manor of Forncet, and 
reſerved the ſuperior juriſdiction, leer, and advowſon) 
with liberty of warren, &c. to his heirs; all w hich 
have paſſed, and now continue (except the advowſon. 
with the manor, and hundred of Earſham, in the 
duke of Norfolk, lord thereof, the chief part of the 


town being free i lultors to the hundred court at Har- 
leſton. 


The town at the Conqueror's ſurvey was a mils 


and five furlongs long, and five furlongs broad, and 
paid 13d. gelt. 


STarsTON-Harr, Manor being Fanden from the 
Bigots to be held of Forncet at one fee, was owned 
by Bartholomew Evereus, or Devereux, and was ſoon 
after, 1308, fold to James Herwardeſtoke., John 
de Herwardeſtoke, citizen of London, ſold it to Ro- 
bert de Bumpſtead, citizen of Norwich; and his ſons 
ſold it to Roger Pycot; whole fon, fir Bartholomew 
Pycot, knt. was lord in 1973. Thomas Pycot, eſq. 
was lord in 1432, and left the manor at his death 
veſted in truſtees for the ule of his daughters and 
heireſſes, who ſeem to have married Hugh Auſtyn, 
of Framlingham-caſlle, gent. Hamon Je Strange, eſq. 
of the king's houſhold; Robert Bernard, efq. and 
Chriſtopher Calthorpe, eſq. held his firſt court in 
1515, in Tight of his wife, Sir James Calthorpe, of 
Cockthorpe, i in the hundred of North Greenhoe, Ent. 
was lord in 1610; it was then the chief manor in the 
town, and had a convenient houſe belonging to it; 
it alcerwaxys belonged io the Wiltons, of Wilby, in 


ihe 


| 
[ 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
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the hundred of Shropham, was mortgaged to John 


Strange. of Red-Lion- Square, and is nce owned by 


Mr. Mills, of London. 


Rat Fi s Manor takes its name 3 its an- 
cient lords; Walter de Brelingham was lord about 


2235, and it continued in the family till 1462, when 
John Brefingbam, eſq. died, and was buried in Brock- 


diſh church; he left the manor to Elizabeth, daugh- 
ter of William Grice, of Brockdiſh, his wiſe, and her 
heirs ; it continued in the Grices till they fold it to 
the Pycots, or Pigots; and in 1578 William Pycot 
was lord. who ſold it to Bartholomew Cotton, eſq. 
In his time it was returned to have a houſe, demeſnes, 
and royalties, but no copyhold tenants, nor court 


baron, the whole being manumiſed, and the free- 


holders belonging to it paid but 19s. per ann, free 
rents: he died June 21, 1613, aged 76, and lies bu- 
ried under a ſumptuous monument on the north fide 
of the chancel; his effigy, with a ruff about his 
neck, is kneeling at a deſk, with his creſt and armo- 


rial bearing. 


An altar-tomb, with Cotton's arms,—To Jon 


f Luckin Cotton, gent, who (being about 25 years of age) was 
interred Fan. 17, 1654, and of his two infant ſons, — 


Several others of this family lie buried in the 


_ chancel, 


In 1689 Robert King, of Great Thurlow, in Suf- 
folk, in right of his wife, Elizabeth, daughter of 
"Thais Steward, of Barton-Mills, in Suffolk, was 
lord here, and lived in 1705 ; his ſon, Thomas, about 
1698, was killed by Sir Sewſter Peyton, bart. but 
by a ſiſter and heir of Sir John Cordel left one ſon ; 
ſhe died his widow in 1 79D. | | 


STARSTON« 
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Starſlon- Place is now owned by Waldegrave Pel- 
ham, eſq. and is a good Houſe, near the church. 


BRECEHALL Manon is fo called from the ſcite of it 
(long ſince demoliſhed) being near the beck, or rivu- 
let, that runs through this village. It was very an- 
cienily in William de Bovile's hands. who held it at 
one fee of Forncet manor. In 1296 William de 
Ingham had it; and after, 15538, it paſſed with Hing- 
ham, in the hundred of Happing, to the Stapletons. 
In 1418 fir Miles Stapleton, knt. was lord, and it 
continued 1n the family till 1501, when Dame Eliza- 
beth Forteſcue, daughter and heireſs of fir Miles Sta- 
pleton, firſt the wife of fir William Calthorpe, after 
of fir John Forteſcue, lord chief juſtice, and laſtly of 
fir Edward Howard (while Forteſcue's widow) ſettled 
it on the heirs of her body, and ſo it came to the 
Calthorpes, afterwards to the Gawdvs, and was 
Joined by the Cottons to Breſhingham manor. 


BouToN's, or BolTON's Manos, paſſed in a great 
meaſure like the manor of the ſame name in Hard- 
wick. In 1285 William le Claver had it; whole. 
- grand-daughter and heireſs, Maud, married Walter 
de Burwood, Ir was fold by William Greham, eſq. 
to Peter Gleane, of Norwich, at which time it had 
no houſe, but ſeveral copyhold tenants belonging 
to it. 


 Gunsfaw's Maxok, in Starſton, Needham, Ke. 
was anciently held by William de Arches, of John de 
Mendham, at half a fee; it formerly belonged to the 
Heylocks, and was purcliaſed of the Wilemans about 
the time of Charles I. by Mr. Stiles, of Codenham, 
whoſe wife married a ſecond huſband, and held it for 
life. It hath a farm-houſe, and about zol. per ann. 
beſides the royalty, and many copyhold tenants. Ic 
0 H 13 
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| is now (Blomefield) owned by Mr. Nun, of 
wold, in Suffolk. 


The ſeveral manors of Seymer's, and Hunting- 
field's. in Mendham; Gunſhaw's, and Burt's, in 
Needham, Pulham, Kee and Payone' 5, in Denton, 
extend hither, 


The church of Starſton is dedicated to St. Mar- 
garet. The rector hath a good houſe, and about 
forty three acres of glebe; there are no cuſtoms, all 
| tithes being due in their proper kind; it is undiſ- 
charged of tenths and firſt fruits, and lands thus in 
the king's books :— 15]. starſſon rectory.— il. 10s. 
yearly tenths.—In the old value it was valued at 
thirty marks, and the town paid clear to every tenth 


gl. 158. 
The monks of Thetford had lands here, and the 


tithes ariſing therefrum were anciently valued at 20s. 
but were afterwards compounded for perpetualiy at bs. 
per ann. and in 1612 was paid by the rector to the 
lord of Aſlacton manor, in right of Thetford priory 

at the ſame time alſo the rector paid a penſion of gs. 
| 4d. to Mendham priory, as a perpetual compoſition 
for the tithes of that part of their manor of Hunting- 
field's which extended bither, for which lands that 

houſe was taxed 248. 2d. ob. 


The prior of Norwich had temporals in the pariſh, 
taxed at 5s. 10d. and the prioreſs of Carrowe at 14d. 
The advowſon continued in the dukes of Norfolk 
till 1699. ; 


In 160g the reQor returned 120 communicants in 
the pariſh, 


There 
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There i is a neat monument, with the creſt and arms 
of Arrowſmith, impaling Smith of Cratheld. —Thomas 
Arrowſmith, M. A. rector of this pariſh and Aldburgh 
30 years ; he died March 28, 1729, aged 35. 


In 1725, Auguſt 15, Philip Williams, S. T. B. 
fellow, and ſome time prefident of St. John's college, 
Cambridge, was preſented by fir Roland Hill, bart. 
by purchaſe from the duke of Norfolk, he being 
obliged to preſent a fellow of St. John's college, in 
Cambridge; and in 1-69 the Rev. Thomas Framp- 
ton, D. D. was preſented to the rectory by fir Row- 
land Hill, bart. of Hau kſtone, in Shropſhire. 


Ihe tower is ſquare, and hath five bells: the nave 
is leaded, and the ſouih porch and chancel are uled, 


On a braſs by the church door, NIE uliam Huge, 
gentleman, died Nov. 1580. 


In] 1740 Thomas Aldous, a poor man, was buried 
here, aged 106 years. 


Twenty ſhillings a year is paid to the uſe of the 
poor, out of the eſtate of John Smith, late of Har- 
leſton, butcher, and ſince owned by Francis Botterit, 


of St. James' 8, Suffolk. 


There is a town-houſe for four families, and an 
inconſiderable quantity of town land. 


THORPE-ABBOTS, fo called to diſtinguiſh it 
from other villages of this name, it being for many 
ages Part of the poſſeſſions of the abbot of Bury, and 
of thoſe manors that were appropriated to the abbot's 
own uſe; and from its being much larger than the 


other neighbouring villa, called Thorpe Parva, in 
H 2 Diſs 


8 
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Diſs hundred, it is oſten named Thorpe Magna. and 
of late years * Cornwallis, from its lords. 


This town belonged to Ailfric biſhop of Elmham, 
in the time of king Edgar, who gave it to Bury ab- 
bey, to which it belonged ever ſince, to its diſſolution, 
the abbots of that houſe being always lords and 
patrons. 


At the ſurvey the manor was ſeven furlongs long 
and fix broad, and paid 4d. gelt, or tax. The church 
had twelve acres of glebe, then worth 2s. a year, 
the abbot had the ſoc, or ſuperior juriſdiction here, 
exempt {rom the hundred, except the ſervices of two 
ſree-men, which belonged to Earſham ; and in all te- 
turns made to the king, the abbot is ſaid to hold this 


town as part of his barony, 


In 1283 Roger Bigot, carl of Norfolk, as lord of 


Earſham hundred, claimed free-warren here, but it 


was not allowed him, the abbot recovering it againſt 
him, proving by Doomſday-book that he was ſole 


lord, and had the paramountſhip of Thorpe in right 


of his church, exempt from the hundred. About this 
time Robert de Thorpe held it by leaſe, for life, from 
the abbot, and it appears that he had a good eſtate 
in the town, for in 1271 he purchaſed of Arnold de 
Bedingfield ſeveral lands here, and in Billingford. 


At the diſſolution it a of Henry VIIL.* 
by Giles Bridges, eſq. citizen and draper of London, 
| | --- Jon 


* There was a fee-farm rent reſerved to the Crown of 10l. 


128. 8d. per ann. which was granted among other fee farm rents 


by king William to the lord Oſſulſton, after warus earl of Tan- 
kerville, and is now paid to the honorable Horatio Walpole. 
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ſon of ſir John Bridges, knt. Hard- Wo of London: 

this Giles conveyed it to Robert Southwell, eſq. who 
in 1546 fold it to Thomas Cornwallis, eſq. and his 
heirs; he was afterwards knighted, and became a 
man of great figure and reputation. [An account of 
him and his deſcendents (who have been lords here) 
may be ſeen in the fourth volume of the Peerage, 

edit. London, 1741, p. 175.] The right honorable 
Charles Cornwallis, earl Cornwallis of Eye, viſcount 
Brome, and baronet, conſtable of the Tower of Lon- 
don, lord lieutenant of the Tower Hamlets, lieutenant 
general of his majeſty 's forces, and colonel of the 
33d regiment of foot, is now lord and patron, and 
bach the leet here. His lordſhip hath ſerved in Ame- 
rica with great honor ;—a circumſtance which does 
not often occur in a ſtate of political war. fare. 


The rectory lands thus in the king's book :—bl. 
Thorpe-Abbots reftory,—491. clear yearly value, — 
And being difcharged of firſt fruits and tenths, is ca- 
N of 8 toahpe 


In Doomſday-book we find that the church is dedi- 
cated to All Saints, and the rector had a houſe and 
nine acres of land, &c. that were valued at fifteen 
marks, The vicarage was diſſolved, and fell into 
the rectory. 


Ihe abbot of Bury was taxed for his temporalities 
here, viz. the manor, demeſnes, mill, ſilva cedua, &c. 
at 20l. 4s. 1d. and the village paid 368. clear to every 
tenth. 


The Mien were e preſented by the abbots of Bury 
from 1303 to 1338. 


In 
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In 160g the rector returned ſixty-three communi- 
cants ; and in 1607 the rector was preſented by Mary 
countels of Bath, younger daughter of fir Thomas 


Cornwallis, knt. on whom he had lettled this town 
for life. 


In 1757 the Rev. Nathaniel Scott was preſented to 
the rectory of Thorpe-Abbots, alias Cornwallis, by 
carl Comwallis. 


The ſteeple is round at bottom. and octangular at 
top, having a clock and two bells; the chancel, 
church, and ſouth porch, are tiled. 


There was a braſs by the pulpit with this on it :— 
Orate pro anima Roger Harvey, cujus anime propicietur 


Deus. 


The arms of the Eaſt Angles, and Bury abbey, 
are in the windows, but no other memorials. ſave a 
piece of black marble fixed into the ſouth ſide of the 
wall in the church- yard, with this: Wear this place 
lieth the body of Suſan, late wife of Henry Chamberlain, | 
late of Flordon-hall, who died March 1, 1707, aged = 
. 41 years. 


